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The URI Charter... Four Years Later

Sally Mahe (URI Manager)

An-nyeong ha-sim-ni-kka (Hello!)

My name is Sally Mahé, and I have worked as core staff for the URI in organizational
development since 1996. I bring you warm greetings from Charles Gibbs, the Executive
Director, the URI Global Council trustees, the global support staff located in San Francisco

and in 8 regions of the world, and from the members of URI Cooperation Circles, like

yourselves, in all parts of the world.

It is a delightful pleasure to speak with you at this URI Korea assembly. It is a special
honor to join with you this day to celebrate the signing of the URI Charter and the birth of
the United Religions Initiative, just four years ago. More than words in a document, the
URI Charter is creating a powerful global community that ignites people's creativity and

action for interfaith cooperation and supports them with trustworthy friendship.

The URI began with one man's conviction and soon, there was a small community of
people from different continents who shared this conviction and realized that people from
different faiths, spiritual expressions and indigenous traditions could make a better world
by cooperating instead of fighting; and, by respecting one another instead of being critical
of one other and by working together to accomplish their aims.

The very idea of interfaith cooperation has come along way in credibility in four years. 1

want to offer us a quote to remember when we take on the next new thing that seems

impossible.

"At first people refuse to believe that a strange new thing can be done, and then they begin
to hope it can be done, then they see it can be done - then it is done... and all the world
wonders why it was not done centuries ago." Frances Hodgson Burnett
In four years, the URI has grown to be a dynamic and expanding global community of
diverse people dedicated to enduring daily interfaith cooperation, stopping religiously
motivated violence and creating cultures of peace, justice and healing for our Earth and

for all living beings.

_12_
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Today, the URI includes approximately 35,000 people, self-organized in over 260
Cooperation Circles, located in over 60 countries. The URI is now a community of people
from five continents and a multitude of religions and spiritual backgrounds who respect
each other, care about each other, exchange resources and ideas with each other, and
enliven and encourage each other. The URI is a special kind of organization - itis a

growing global family that is making a difference.

Here in Korea, you are an important part of the URI story. The early growth of
Cooperation Circles throughout South Korea is inspiring. The work of bridge building and
interfaith out reach is contagious. When people see people working together and making a
difference locally, they believe change is possible and they are encouraged to take action
and make their visions real too. Thank you, Korean CCs, for helping to lead the way. We
hope that during this short visit to Seoul, we can get to know each other better and we can

learn more about your work.

The Venerable Jinwol Lee has been a friend and colleague for several years. Jinwol's
competence and wise, beaming smile has been a bright and enduring contribution over the
years. Thank you, Jinwol, for your years of leadership with the URI and your irrepressible
commitment to URI's vision: to build bridges of cooperation and respect among people

from different faith traditions and backgrounds.

So, how are we doing after four years? How is the URI sustaining its work and achieving

its purpose? How is the URI living the words of its Charter?

The URI aims to be inclusive, all people who agree with the Charter Preamble, Purpose

and Principles are welcome. In a Survey last year, we discovered that people from over 60
different religions and spiritual traditions count themselves members of Cooperation
Circles. A growing interfaith youth network connects over 120 young adults from various
faiths and different countries in lively email communication. Growing numbers of young
adults, indigenous tribal people, members of church hierarchy, people in mainstream
religions, secular leaders, and people exploring various spiritual paths are finding a safe

place at the URI and participate constructively with each other.

URI is self-organizing. People organize themselves and create their own ideas and unique
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activities to achieve the URI purpose. As you know, our unit of local organization is called
a Cooperation Circle: at least seven people, three of whom are from different faith or
spiritual traditions can form a Cooperation Circle and choose carry out the Purpose of the
URI in their own way. There has been a steady growth of Cooperation Circles on every
continent. Recent growth includes: a new cluster of CCs from various indigenous cultures
in Latin America, an interfaith youth movement of new CCs in India, and a new
International Bill of Rights CC that is working with the United Nations to create an

enduring legal structure for enforcing international human rights.

URI pursues its Purpose and enlivens its impact by creating a balance of focus between
local efforts, regional support, and global solidarity. URI has developed a natural three year
rhythm as a means to build its effectiveness and catalyze its growth:

Year 1: attention to local work
Year 2: attention to regional support
Year 3: attention to strengthening the global community

The last URI Global Assembly was in Rio de Janeiro in 2002. Over 300 members of CCs
and friends of URI celebrated their diversity, expanded their expertise in interfaith peace
building skills, and deepened their commitments. In Rio, the feeling was electric and
transforming when we realized that we were being the global community we wanted to

become!

In 2003, URI CCs focused on local work. Some highlights are: in the Philippines, CCs led
peacebuilding training workshops in Brazil, CCs helped pass gun control legislation, in
Korea, CCs created an interfaith cyber space community, and in India, CCs built an
interfaith garden from a strip of discarded land, In Africa, AIDS intervention continues. A

CC Survey collected stories and facts about the URI community worldwide.

This year, in 2004, regional teams are enthusiastically planning regional gatherings and
looking at ways to strengthen CCs and help expand URI's reach in each region. In Asia, a
regional gathering is planned in Lahore, Pakistan that will include a historic peace train
from Delhi to Lahore. In Latin America, regional gatherings will take place in a high

farming village in Peru and in an urban city in southern Brazil. Regional teams on every
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continent are speaking together regularly and sharing ideas for effective ways to help

connect and publicize interfaith work in their regions.

Looking just one year ahead to June 2005, the URI global community will come to Seoul
to hold its second Global Assembly. It is a remarkably propitious time and place and the
URI is deeply grateful to Jinwol and the people of Korea for extending this invitation and

hospitality. The Assembly next year will mark three historic occasions:

the 55th anniversary of the Korean War, the 60th anniversary of the UN, and the 3rd
Anniversary of the World Cup. It is envisioned that this Assembly will deepen
people's ability to bridge the chasms that divide them and be an inspiration for the
reunification of Korea. Plans have envisioned a peace pilgrimage to the DMZ that
includes spiritual and religious people from around the world and the people of Korea

standing together for peace, justice and healing the wounds that divide.

The Global Assembly is significant because it inspires us to ask the most
fundamental questions of ourselves... What is the common work of humanity? And,
together, how can we do it at unprecedented levels? The Global Assembly is not just
another conference with big name speakers and cultural programs, although it may

include such events. In the words of the URI Charter, the Global Assembly is:

...a vibrant gathering where people deepen their experience of living into the
Preamble, Purpose and Principles as a global community. The Global Assembly
addresses collective actions for service in the world and gives voice to collective
hopes and aspirations. It aligns strengths and calls forth unprecedented cooperation.
It celebrates the totality of the URI and offers opportunities to give and receive

hospitality, to share work and help each other.
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The Global Assembly is the most brilliant building block for the URI global
community because it honors the importance of the face to face meeting of the

world's people. It expands people's skills to do the work that 1s dear to their hearts

and it strengthens our bonds of identity as one human family.
The Global Assembly gives us opportunity to act with collective force to do the

common work of humanity; namely, to being peace, justice and healing to the Earth

and all living beings.

I am eager to listen to your stories about your local work and share ideas about how
we will work together to create a historic Global Assembly 2005 that will help bridge

the chasms that divide Korea and the people of the world.
It 1s time for ordinary people to become a global force for good in the world. The
URI Global Assembly 2005 in Seoul is our chance to make a difference and, in the

words of Gandhi, "to be the change we want to see in the world."

I look forward to working together to make it happen and seeing you there!

Gam-sa ham-ni-da. (Thank you)
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