
The United Religions Initiative, or URI, is a grassroots, bridge-building organization
that believes when people’s passions and initiative are organized, connected and
shared, they can create a sustaining global force for good. Through local interfaith 
communities around the globe, URI transforms religious tension into positive social 
change. Join us.

Bound for Peace

2008-09 ORGANIZATIONAL REVIEW
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Dear Friends

Greetings! The past year-and-a-half has been a remarkable one 
for URI as we continue to work toward peace, justice and healing 
around the world. Through hundreds of local grassroots interfaith 
communities, URI transforms religious tensions into positive 
social change.

The highlight of the past year-and-a-half surely is the Global 
Assembly in Mayapur, India, held in the fi rst week of December, 
2008. A rich opportunity for over 300 people – young and old — 
from all over the globe to create a deeper global community and 
share a vision of peace and to celebrate the power of the human 
spirit within the tremendous variety of religions, spiritual traditions 
and cultures.  

The reach of URI keeps growing. We are extremely proud that 
one of our new Global Council Trustees from the Middle East/
North Africa Region is our fi rst Palestinian representative, Tareq 
Altamimi. Another recently elected Global Trustee, Maulana 
Syed Muhammad Abd-ul-Khabir Azad, is the Grand Imam of 
the Badshahi Mosque in Lahore, Pakistan, one of the largest 
mosques in the world.  

Through the creation of the President’s Council, under the 
leadership of Bishop Swing and Mr. John Weiser, Chairman, 
URI is rapidly expanding its ability to implement new programs. 
President’s Council members are helping to launch new initiatives, 
such as the Environmental Satellite, as well as reviving the Circles 
of Light Gala, our signature fundraising event, which in 2009 
generated a staggering $1 million for the work of URI around 
the world.

In June, the URI’s Global Council and Staff met for one week 
in the San Francisco Bay Area at Vallombrosa Catholic Retreat 
Center.  On Wednesday of that week, we had an  unique oppor-
tunity to engage both the Global Council and Global Staff with 
members of the President’s Council. Regional teams of Global 
Council Trustees and Regional Coordinators presented the fruits 
of the previous two days devoted to developing of three year 
strategic plans to grow URI’s scope and impact in each region. 

As URI’s 10th Anniversary in 2010 approaches, we thank you for 
your unfl agging support and look forward to continuing to share 
URI’s transformative journey of interfaith cooperation for peace, 
justice and healing around the world.

Faithfully,
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2  United Religions Initiative

URI’s Growing Presence in the World
URI is an idea that could not have found its place in the world without the Internet. 
It made our network possible and allowed for the tremendous arc of growth since 
the signing of the charter in 2000. 

Today URI touches more than 1.5 million people each
year and encompasses over 400 Cooperation Circles
in 70 countries on every continent of the world.

How do people fi nd their way to URI?

Through URI’s global website at www.uri.org where
45,000 people each month log on to check out our online 
community, experience our work around the globe and see 
an array of movies and videos that illuminate the power of 
the human spirit to create a more peaceful world.

Through URI regional and sub-regional websites in 
Korea, Europe, North America, Pakistan, Latin America 
and the Philippines, which display the many faces of 
URI revealed in a wide variety of cultures.

Through our new partnership with Link TV’s Global Spirit
Series to bring new and engaging media content to the

URI community via uri.org. Global Spirit is the fi rst 
“internal travel” series, an unprecedented inquiry into 
the universe of human consciousness. 

Through URI’s presence on the social network sites 
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. We have more than 
60 short videos on YouTube.

Through public events such as the annual Peace 
Prayer gatherings in Germany, the Circles of Light
Gala in the United States, the Symphony of Peace 
Prayers in Pakistan,  the URI Africa Peace awards, 
and the International Day of Peace celebrated by 
Cooperation Circles throughout the world.

But primarily people discover URI through their
interactions with URI activists – people all over the 
planet who are committed to a more peaceful world –
people like you.
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Last November 28th, all points in the URI network led to 
India. That morning, three hundred-plus URI activists from 
45 countries gathered on the banks of the Ganges to 
celebrate the great diversity of spiritual expressions and 
faith traditions and to launch the 2008 Global Assembly. 
Participants spent the week immersed in religious rituals 
from around the world, delved into the methodologies of 
peacebuilding, and organized into affi nity groups on such 
topics as the environment, world poverty, and the rights 
of women.

URI’s Youth Initiative was formally launched at the 
Global Assembly with the commencement of the Young 
Leaders Program, held the week prior to the Assembly. 
One hundred young leaders, ages 14-35, from 34 
countries came together to organize, connect and share 
a commitment to a world where religions and spiritual 
traditions co-exist peacefully.  

The 2008 Global Assembly 
in Mayapur, India
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4  United Religions Initiative

CIRCLES OF LIGHT ANNUAL GALA: 

A Million Dollar Evening
On March 7, 2009, four hundred guests fi lled the Grand 
Ballroom at the Westin St. Francis Hotel in San Francisco 
to hear URI Leaders, Marites Africa from the Peacemakers 
Circle in the Philippines and Sheik Musa Khalil from the 
Acholi Religious Leaders Peace Initiative in Uganda, speak 
of extraordinary accomplishment, despite much hardship, 
in the face of religious confl ict.

The fundraising surrounding the sixth annual Circles of 
Light Gala: A Million Dollar Evening, generated one 
million dollars for the visionary work of URI. In particular, 
the Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund helped make 
this possible through a matching grant, which inspired 
a corporate sponsorship from Bank of the West, and 
generous donations from individuals, including members 
of URI’s newly created President’s Council. 

After brief opening remarks by Gala Committee Chair 
Peggy Olsen and Executive Director Charles Gibbs, guests 
were enchanted by a uniquely URI interfaith invocation 
ceremony.  Each participant shared their name, where they 
were born and their faith tradition, before lighting a candle 
for one of the URI regions while saying “May the people 
of all faith in this region live in peace.” Participating in the 
ceremony were individuals from Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, 
Wicca, the Konko Church, the Brahma Kumaris, the 
Episcopal, Catholic, and Lutheran Churches of Christianity.   

After a delicious meal, which featured a surprise visit 
by the Speaker of the US House of Representatives, 
The Hon. Nancy Pelosi, guests were introduced by URI 
President, Bishop William Swing, to a viewing of the new 
URI short fi lm “We Unite”. The fi lm was very well received 
and provided the perfect opening to further remarks by 
Sheik Khalil and Ms. Africa about their respective work in 
addressing issues surrounding the civil war between the 
Lord’s Resistance Army and the Ugandan Government 
and the confl ict in the southern Philippine province of 
Mindanao between the government and the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front.  

In many ways this was the best Circles of Light Gala 
yet, providing guests with a true experience of URI’s 
mission and purpose in the world. Thank you to everyone 
who made it such a great success.  Join us next year on 
March 6, 2010 for Circles of Light as we celebrate URI’s 
10th Anniversary. 

“ May the people of
all faith in this region 
live in peace.”
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SEPTEMBER 21, 2008

The International Day 
of Peace
The International Day of Peace, observed annually on 
September 21, was established by the General Assembly 
of the United Nations as a “day of global ceasefi re and 
non-violence” for “commemorating and strengthening the 
ideals of peace within and among all nations and people”. 
URI Cooperation Circle members around the world 
enthusiastically celebrated the International Day of Peace 
with gatherings from vigils and children’s programs, to 
concerts, and radio and TV interviews. Get-togethers 
ranged from small groups to large community gatherings 
with thousands in attendance. May peace prevail on Earth!

“May peace 
prevail on Earth.”
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The critical issues of the 21st century are no longer solely the purview of government or business, 
but require a groundswell of participation by people in all parts of the world. URI, through the 
efforts of grassroots community groups called Cooperation Circles, has created a global interfaith 
movement that inspires people from different faiths to see a need in their own community and 
reach out in practical ways to meet it.

URI’s regions are an infrastructure of eight anchor points throughout the world that provide the 
necessary seeding, nurture and empowerment that help Cooperation Circles grow and fl ourish.

REGIONAL UPDATES

URI_08AnnualReport_FNL.indd   6URI_08AnnualReport_FNL.indd   6 9/4/09   2:29 PM9/4/09   2:29 PM



  2008 – 09 Organizational Review  7

URI AFRICA

URI Africa has 80 Cooperation Circles in 22 countries 
including Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi and Uganda. Co-
operation Circles work on a myriad of issues such as 
the devastating impact of AIDS within local villages, 
confl ict resolution training, and post-war reconciliation. 
Here is one story:

Rebuilding Lives
Following the success of URI’s Moral Imagination pilot 
program on Peacebuilding that concluded in 2008, 
many of the participants, including members of the Acholi 
Religious Leaders Peace Initiative (ARPLI) Cooperation 
Circle, have taken the skills and knowledge that they 
developed over the two years of the program and begun 
to apply them in their work. 

The Acholi sub-region of Northern Uganda has seen its 
communities ripped apart by a tragic civil war, between 
the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels and the Ugandan 
Government, which has raged for over 20 years and 
whose violence has spread to surrounding countries 
including the Central African Republic, Sudan, and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. This confl ict led to the 
displacement of millions of people, child soldiers forced to 
commit atrocities in the villages they had been abducted 
from, billions of dollars lost to the economy and hundreds 
of thousands of deaths, not to mention tens of thousands 
of children forced to become night commuters walking 
many miles seeking shelter in town centers or other safe 

locations to avoid abduction and then returning home 
in the morning. In light of this terrible confl ict the ARPLI 
Cooperation Circle decided to fi nd a way to bring some 
sort of peace to the region, despite the failure, to date, 
to reach a fi nal and comprehensive agreement in formal 
peace talks. 

As a result of negotiations, 80 % of the internally dis-
placed people have left the IDP camps and begun the 
process of rebuilding their lives. The ARLPI Cooperation 
Circle is beginning the arduous process of reconciliation 
through utilizing the methodology it learned in URI’s 
Moral Imagination Program. Cooperation Circle member 
Rev. Patrick Lumumba is working with Save the Children, 
the Gulu District Reconciliation and Peace Team, and the 
Lango Peace Forum to train individuals from the various 
sub-regions of Northern Uganda in the techniques nec-
essary for the reconciliation process to be successful in 
rebuilding these shattered communities. So far in 2009, 

URI Africa

Number of
Cooperation Circles

Primary Activity

20 Interfaith Understanding & Dialogue

15 Peacebuilding

26 Human Rights & Health

1 Ecological Imperatives

18 Sustainable Just Economics

80 TOTAL
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Rev. Lumumba has led trainings in all 11 sub-counties of 
the Gulu district as well as individuals from 5 districts in 
the Lango sub-region. It is hoped that by providing these 
individuals with the tools necessary to ease the reconcili-
ation process that Northern Uganda can begin to put this 
horrifying chapter in their history behind them and begin 
to move forward once again as peaceful communities.

URI ASIA

URI Asia has the largest number of Cooperation Circles 
in URI – 152! Cooperation Circles are particularly 
active in India, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh 
and Korea. Here is a story of a new Cooperation Circle 
in India:

Serving the Community
Nearly 30 years old, but new to URI, members of the 
Manbazar Chandra Memorial Cooperation Circle in the 
Eastern Indian state of West Bengal face the daily threat 
of violence between a rebel group called “Maoists” and 
the Police. Rare is the day or night when the silence is 
not broken by the blast of a landmine or the crack of 
gunfi re. In the face of ongoing violence and tension, 
Manbazar Chandra Memorial Cooperation Circle has 
sought to improve the lives of their neighbors through 
the development and running of a medical clinic, as well 
as supplementary programs, such as education for poor 
children and youth camps.

Compounding the problems associated with the violence 
has been the deforestation of the area, which has 
negatively impacted the economy of the region as well 
as degrading the overall ecosystem. To combat this, the 
Manbazar Chandra Memorial Cooperation Circle has 
organized tree plantings in various communities in the 
hopes of restoring some of what has been lost. 

A new project on the horizon is an URI Ambulance 
Service that will reach the rural areas of the region that 
have limited access to healthcare. After meeting with 
Biswadeb Chakraborty, URI India East Zone Coordinator, 
the Cooperation Circle has developed a plan to sustain 
the service in concert with their clinic. Lacking only the 
vehicle itself to begin this greatly needed project, they 
have begun reaching out to local and national organiza-
tions in the hopes of gaining the much needed funding 
and support to get the ambulance and thus increase 
their service to their community.

URI Asia

Number of 
Cooperation Circles

Primary Activity

50 Interfaith Understanding & Dialogue

32 Peacebuilding

54 Human Rights & Health

5 Ecological Imperatives

11 Sustainable Just Economics

152 TOTAL

URI_08AnnualReport_FNL.indd   8URI_08AnnualReport_FNL.indd   8 9/4/09   2:30 PM9/4/09   2:30 PM



  2008 – 09 Organizational Review  9

URI is blessed to count the Manbazar Chandra Memorial 
Cooperation Circle as a part of the ever-growing global 
network that is bringing peace to all corners of the world. 
With groups such as this, the future is indeed bright.

URI EUROPE

URI Europe has 28 Cooperation Circles in 13 coun-
tries encompassing a wide range of work including 
interfaith dialogue, interfaith hospital chaplains, and 
cross-cultural youth organizations. Here is one story:

All Different All Equal
Established in 1995 as result of the All Different All 
Equal campaign launched by the Council of Europe to 
combat racism, anti-semitism, xenophobia and intolerance 
across Europe, Minorities of Europe (MoE) Cooperation 
Circle is a network connecting minorities from across the 
continent to support and assist cooperation, solidarity 
and exchange between different minority communities. 
Working primarily with young people, MoE Cooperation 
Circle has created a number of programs over the years 
that work to break down barriers and dispel stereotypes 
that exist between people of different faiths. 

Two of their most exciting programs from the last year are 
the Interfaith Champions program and the 2 Kingdoms 
(Saudi Arabia & U.K.) Youth Forum. 

Interfaith Champions is a program in which young people 
in schools, colleges, and youth organizations are trained 
to become interfaith leaders. After the training the youth 

(ages 13-17) who took part in the program organized 12 
interfaith activities including discussion groups, plays, 
exhibitions and dramatic presentations which reached 
hundreds of people. Out of this training and the resulting 
activities, MoE Cooperation Circle was able to develop 
its Interfaith Program as an integral part of its broader 
work in community cohesion and global citizenship. The 
Interfaith Champions also created a large stock of inter-
faith resources and exhibition materials. 

The 2 Kingdoms Youth Forum: This past January Minorities 
of Europe partnered with the British Youth Council and a 
number of Saudi youth organizations to bring together 50 
young people from the UK and Saudi Arabia to develop 
joint projects. These ventures, which are currently being 
implemented, are designed to foster understanding, 
trust, and to encourage active youth participation between 
the two nations. It is hoped that they will lead to lasting 
connections between the U.K. and Saudi Arabia for years 
to come. 

URI Europe

Number of 
Cooperation Circles

Primary Activity

18 Interfaith Understanding & Dialogue

3 Peacebuilding

5 Human Rights & Health

1 Ecological Imperatives

1 Sustainable Just Economics

28 TOTAL
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10  United Religions Initiative

One of the more innovative aspects of the 2 Kingdoms 
program was the creation of a deck of cards with images 
of important aspects of both British and Saudi culture 
to help the youths share their cultures with each other. 
These decks are currently in production and will be 
distributed to youths from both countries.

It is a blessing to have such an exceptional organization 
as part of the URI family, particularly one that has been 
working across borders for so long to bring tolerance 
and understanding to Europe and the globe. 

URI LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Latin America has 23 Cooperation Circles in eight 
countries working for the common good primarily 
in the many facets of interfaith dialogue. Here is 
a story of how elected Trustees from URI connect 
with members of Cooperation Circles, who are 
organizing at the grassroots:

Healing Communities
The elected trustees from Latin America & the Caribbean 
took the opportunity as they journeyed north to San Fran-
cisco for the June Global Council and staff meeting, to 
visit a number of Cooperation Circles in Central America. 
Involved in the trip were URI Global Trustees Rev. David 
Limo Pajar, an Anglican priest from Peru; and Rev. Elias 
Pinto of the Independent Presbyterian Church of Brazil; 
joining them for the third leg was fellow trustee Fany Avila 
of the Kuna people from Panama. 

Landing in El Salvador on May 27th, Rev. Limo and Rev. 
Pinto visited with members of the Episcopal Anglican 
Church of El Salvador, where they met with religious 
leaders working on HIV/AIDS issues in the community. 

Traveling to Guatemala, a country racked by violence for 
much of the last 60 years, the clergymen held a number 
of meetings in the towns surrounding the capital Guate-
mala City. By taking the time to meet with individuals who 
had been the victims of the violence that has plagued this 
nation Rev. Limo and Rev. Pinto came to a better under-
standing of the needs of the communities, particularly 
the indigenous, and how URI can best work to continue 
the healing process. As a result they made a number of 
connections with organizations that are enthusiastic to 
partner with URI. In the capital they met with the Forum 
of Mayan Spirituality and Conceio Ecumenico Cristiano 
de Guatemala as well as the Asociacion Pop Noj (Mayan 
Culture). One of the most exciting aspects of the trip was 

URI Latin America and the Caribbean

Number of 
Cooperation Circles

Primary Activity

8 Interfaith Understanding & Dialogue

1 Peacebuilding

11 Human Rights & Health

2 Ecological Imperatives

1 Sustainable Just Economics

23 TOTAL
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the opportunity to speak about the importance of interfaith 
work and URI as part of an interview with the local news.

Joined by fellow Trustee Fany Avila, Rev. Pinto and Rev. 
Limo then journeyed to Costa Rica , where they were 
privileged to visit the UN affi liated University for Peace 
outside of San Jose. Over their three days in Costa Rica 
they had the opportunity to share about URI at a number 
of gatherings involving indigenous communities as well 
as individuals from the different Christian sects. A num-
ber of potential allies and partners were identifi ed from 
these meetings.

As a result of the dedication and hard work of these three 
trustees the future for URI in Central American is bright. 
It is an exciting time for the Latin American & Caribbean 
Region as they move forward to heal the wounds that 
still remain from the many confl icts in the region and 
bring the wisdom of the indigenous communities into the 
greater society.

URI MIDDLE EAST/NORTH AFRICA (MENA)

The MENA Region has 37 Cooperation Circles in nine 
countries/territories ranging from Egypt, Israel, to the 
Palestinian Territory, Syria and Jordan. Here is one 
example of their work:

Opening the Heart
Music is a language unto itself, one that transcends bar-
riers and difference. It is a stirring of the soul that knows 

no one culture or religion, yet speaks with the voice 
of each. It is this power to bridge the differences that 
keep individuals apart that inspired the creation of the 
Musaique Cooperation Circle. This is readily apparent 
in co-founder Lee Ziv’s description of this extraordinary 
collection of musicians: 

“Our Cooperation Circle – the Musaique, is based on 
a different communication, a language that everyone 
understands no matter how old you are, or what color you 
are, who your God is or if you are a man or a women, rich 
or poor – you will understand this language. The language 
of music. We want to meet people from the MENA region, 
musicians, poets, professionals or amateurs. We want to 
play music, learn, teach and create music that will touch 
the hearts of the people. We want to play music in places 
where people need faith and love, and we want to work 
with local communities around the region and to record 
our music.”

URI Middle East and North Africa

Number of 
Cooperation Circles

Primary Activity

15 Interfaith Understanding & Dialogue

11 Peacebuilding

6 Human Rights & Health

1 Ecological Imperatives

4 Sustainable Just Economics

37 TOTAL
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12  United Religions Initiative

Bound by the limited number of countries in which all 
their members are able to meet due to travel restrictions, 
Musaique held their fi rst gathering in the Jordan Valley. 
For two days these Muslims, Christians, and Jews played 
together, as Ms. Ziv says, “opening the heart in a beautiful 
way and the bond between us was so strong, like an 
ancient tribe coming together.” A week after this incred-
ible gathering the Gaza war began, deepening the divide 
among the people of the region. In the face of the anger, 
fear and mistrusts that arose, the members of Musaique 
renewed their commitment to each other and their mission. 
Each felt in their heart that their music was a powerful tool 
in the effort to bring peace to their confl ict torn homes. 

URI MULTI-REGION

The Multi-Region is unique among URI Regions in that 
it is not organized geographically, but comprised of 
Cooperation Circles that either span more than one 
region or exist virtually. Today we have 20 Cooperation 
Circles which fall into that category. Here is one story 
from the Multi-Region:

Penpals for Peace
Historically at odds, communication is at a virtual stand-
still between the citizenry of Israel and Iran beyond the 
posturing, denouncements, and barbs often traded by their 
political leaders. This spring saw the launch of a project 
aimed at creating a different kind of communication, one 
based on respect and tolerance rather than fear and distrust. 

In this day and age when information can be instantaneous 
and fl ies invisibly through the air, 10 young women from 
Israel and Iran have returned to a pastime seemingly from a 
bygone era, writing letters to each other as pen pals. This 
pilot project of URI’s Global Youth Cooperation Circle, 
a global network of young leaders dedicated to fostering 
interfaith dialogue, is aimed at nurturing communication 
between these two groups with the goal of learning about 
each others culture. 

Developed over the past year by URI Young Leader and 
Multi-Region Trustee, Matthew Youde of Wales, along 
with former URI Trustee Atefeh Sadeghi of Iran and 
Michal Weiner of Israel, this project seeks to open path-
ways of understanding between two historically opposed 
cultures. The fi rst round of letters was sent from Israel 
to Iran in March following a workshop on Non-Violent 
Communication. The letters were written using questions 
designed to facilitate Appreciative Inquiry, a methodology 

URI Multi-Region

Number of 
Cooperation Circles

Primary Activity

8 Interfaith Understanding & Dialogue

6 Peacebuilding

6 Human Rights & Health

0 Ecological Imperatives

0 Sustainable Just Economics

20 TOTAL
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poor people adopted by world leaders at the United 
Nations Headquarters as part of the Millennium Summit 
in September 2000. The goals form a blueprint for a 
global partnership to reduce extreme poverty by 2015 
utilizing specifi c targets, such as eradicating extreme 
poverty and hunger, improving maternal health, and 
achieving universal primary education.

In response to this call for action an accord was signed 
in 2002 committing developed nations to providing the 
equivalent of 0.7% of their Gross National Product (GNP) 
as fi nancial assistance to developing nations. This was 
the impetus for the fi rst Point 7 Now conference hosted 
by the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of San Francisco in 
October 2006, which gathered over a thousand people 
to learn about the Millennium Development Goals and 
the resources needed to achieve them. Conferences 
and luncheons in subsequent years led by members 
of the Jewish community and the Episcopal Diocese 

utilized by URI of asking questions that deepens knowledge 
and heightens understanding. As Mr. Youde writes, “these 
questions saw them [the participants] imagining what 
fruits the exchange may bear and why it was important in 
today’s world.” 

Reading these letters over tea and coffee, the Iranian 
group found that education and school was the most 
common topic of the questions along with a more general 
interest in what life is like for young women in the Islamic 
Republic. These questions are just the beginning of what 
promises to be a fruitful exchange with great potential 
to break down the barriers that separate people and to 
build bridges across cultural divides that are often seen 
as insurmountable. As the program develops there are 
plans to expand the correspondence to include youths 
from the United States and the United Kingdom as well in 
order to combat negative prejudices that exist between 
the “West” and Iran.

URI NORTH AMERICA

URI North America has 46 Cooperation Circles, 
ranging from California Interfaith Power and Light, 
to the Raul Wallenberg Institute of Ethics and the 
Women’s Interfaith Circle of Service. Here is a story 
of one of the newest Cooperation Circles:

Building a National Movement
The Millennium Development Goals are a set of eight 
objectives to meet the needs of the world’s most resource-

URI North America

Number of 
Cooperation Circles

Primary Activity

30 Interfaith Understanding & Dialogue

3 Peacebuilding

8 Human Rights & Health

4 Ecological Imperatives

1 Sustainable Just Economics

46 TOTAL
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14  United Religions Initiative

in Manila, Philippines has helped to create a sense 
of coherence in this broadly dispersed region. Here 
is one story of a new Cooperation Circle:

The Intersection of Ecology and Faith
Inspired to join the United Religions Initiative after co-
founder Elyse Rider attended the Young Leaders Program 
and Global Assembly in Mayapur, India at the end of last 
year, GreenFaith Australia Cooperation Circle has created 
important programs both prior to joining URI and in the 
months since. 

Last November, GreenFaith, a Melbourne-based 
organization dedicated to strengthening intersection 
between ecology and faith/spirituality, held a series of 
three seminars entitled “Water for Life” that explored 
the importance of water from a number of perspectives. 
The fi rst seminar was an interfaith panel exploring the 
question of “What does water mean for the different 
religions?” On the panel were representatives from the 
Aboriginal Australian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, Christian, 
and Sikh communities. The second seminar was entitled 
“Science, Politics, and Community: The science and the 
politics of regional water issues,” and brought together 
an environmental scientist, a journalist, and a community 
worker to speak about water from their different per-
spectives. The fi nal seminar was a facilitated discussion 
entitled “Convergence: Linking water and culture in an 
interactive community workshop.” This fi nal workshop 
was facilitated by Norman Currie a member of the 

of California catalyzed the beginning of the Interfaith 
Millennium Development Goals Coalition Cooperation 
Circle. This Cooperation Circle, whose membership 
has grown to include Muslims, Buddhists, and other 
affi liations as well, is dedicated to achieving the Millen-
nium Development Goals and particularly goal one, to 
eradicate extreme poverty and hunger through direct 
mobilization efforts and persuasive visits to members 
of the U.S. legislature. 

The achievement of this Cooperation Circle has spurred 
a similar effort by volunteers in Los Angeles, who are 
hosting a luncheon in September 2009, and there are 
plans in the works for similar events in Boston and 
Washington, DC in 2010. The weekend before Thanks-
giving has been dedicated as Millennium Development 
Goals Weekend, and participating religious leaders will 
be speaking to their congregations about the Millennium 
Development Goals and how they can help achieve them. 
As this movement gathers traction nationally and the 
coalition expands there are plans to bring national religious 
leaders from across the United States to San Francisco 
in 2010 to further mobilize communities of faith around 
this imperative. 

URI SOUTHEAST ASIA-PACIFIC

URI Southeast Asia - Pacifi c has 22 Cooperation 
Circles in eight countries. Over the years, the 
development of a strong regional leadership center 
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COMMON (Centre of Melbourne Multifaith and Others 
Network) Cooperation Circle.

Since joining URI, GreenFaith Australia has held a num-
ber of valuable programs with more planned. Among the 
events they’ve already held is the “Spirit into Sustainability” 
forum held at the Sustainable Living Festival in Melbourne. 
It incorporated “story telling from [different] faith traditions, 
an interfaith eco-ritual and mediation, art work, live music, 
and a panel showcasing faith communities who are taking 
ecological action seriously” in the region moderated by the 
religion editor of the main state newspaper, The Age. For 
a second event they partnered with the Jewish Christian 
Muslim Association to hold an eco-themed Harmony Day 
program in March. Harmony Day is “a great interfaith, 
multicultural and environmental celebration with…soccer 
competitions, art exhibitions, music and dance, ethnic 
foods, cultural and interfaith stalls together with an 
environmental display.”

We at URI are blessed to count GreenFaith Australia as 
part of our global community, particularly s we live into 
our purpose to create cultures of peace, justice, and 
healing for the Earth and all living beings. URI Southeast Asia-Pacifi c

Number of 
Cooperation Circles

Primary Activity

11 Interfaith Understanding & Dialogue

3 Peacebuilding

1 Human Rights & Health

4 Ecological Imperatives

3 Sustainable Just Economics

22 TOTAL
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Institutional Donors

Alpha Beloved Community
Association for Interfaith 

Dialogue and Action
Bank of the West
Beatitudes Society
Benedictine Convent of 

Perpetual Adoration
Bernard Osher Jewish 

Philanthropies Foundation
Bowes Family Foundation
Cabell and Shirley Brand 

Charitable Lead Trust
Cao Dai Tay Ninh Temples 

of Texas
Catalyst for Peace
Christian Congregation
Church of Angels
D. Elwood and Helen H. 

Clinard Charitable Fund
Donald and Janice Elliott Fund
Doris and Ben Blum 

Philanthropic Fund
Edwards Foundation
Ellis Family Fund
Episcopal Church of 

St. Matthew
Firedoll Foundation
Fred Gellert Family Foundation
Friends of Human Relations
George Hornstein Family 

Foundation
George and Judy Marcus 

Family Foundation
Global AIDS Interfaith Alliance
Henry Luce Foundation
Hood & Strong, LLP

HRH Foundation
Ik Onkar Peace Foundation
Institute for Servant Leadership
Interfaith Council of 

Washington State
James R. and Donna H. 

Simanton Foundation
Jay H. Friedrichs Fund
Joseph L. and Sarah S. 

Marcum Foundation
Kalliopeia Foundation
Katharine H. Johnson Fund
Kramer Family Foundation
Kyle J. Goldman Charitable 

Gift Fund
Leonard and Shirley Ely 

Endowment Fund
Leonard E. Kingsley 2003 Trust
Marin Interfaith Council
Marshall and Sheri Rockwell 

Foundation
Poplar Foundation
Purple Lady/Barbara Meislin 

Fund
Richard and Rhoda Goldman 

Fund
Rothenberg Family 

Philanthropic Fund
Rupert H. Johnson Jr. 

Foundation
S.H. Cowell Foundation
Sam International Information 

Technology, Inc.
SARAH Spiritual & Religious 

Alliance for Hope
Schwab Charitable Fund
Shinnyo-en Foundation

Sierra Health Foundation
South Coast Interfaith Council
St. Bede’s Episcopal Church
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Stacey B. Case Living Trust
State University College 

at Oneonta
Stephen and Margaret Gill 

Family Foundation
Stephen Bechtel Fund
Teance Fine Teas
Thomas and Sandra Bertelsen 

Fund
Ti des Foundation
TomKat Fund
U.S. Department of State
UCC Whale Center
Unity Made Visible, a 

Cooperation Circle of 
the URI

University of Waterloo
URI of Henderson County, NC
URI Trivia Night Team
Vera and Harold S. Stein, Jr. 

Philanthropic Fund
Waterman Family Fund
Weiser Family Foundation
William K. Bowes, Jr. 

Foundation
Women’s Interfaith Circle 

of Service
Young Spirit Foundation

Individual Donors

Michael Abkin
Anne Adams
Anonymous

Anas Al-Abbadi
Lowell and Dottie Alt
Amelia Alverson
Emilie H. Anderson
Kathy Andree-Rissel
Adolphus Andrews, Jr.
Ali Kianfar and Nahid Angha
Timothy and Meeta Arcuri
Gordon and Gayla Armstrong
James Arter, Jr.
Fae R. Asher
Wade and Suzanne Aubry
Aminah Bach
Rev. David and Mrs. Gloria 

Baker
Daniel Banks and 

Cynthia Schuman
Bruce Barber
Bailey and Connie Barnard
Lynn Bauer
Norman and Rena Beachy
Kenyon and Phyllis Beatty
Riley and Susan Bechtel
Jody A. Becker
Florence R. Beeler
Myron and Violet Benham
Russell and Joelle Benioff
John and Maureen Bennett
Elizabeth M. Bennett
Daniel J. Benor
Jay and Laurel Bergman
David Berry
Thomas and Sandra Bertelsen
Virginia Bertelsen
Jack and Joann Bertges
Roger and Nancy Boas
Caroline Booth

A Community of Donors

United Religions Initiative thanks the following donors for their generous
support. Gifts from the community constitute a vital resource for URI and
we are grateful for each and every one. These gifts and donations were 
received between January 1, 2008 – June 30, 2009.*
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Mrs. John Bowes
Beatrice Bowles
Jamie and Philip Bowles
DeWitt and Mary Jo Bowman
Katherine E. Boyd
Rubye Braye
Martha Brigham
Patrice Brodeur
Judy B. Brooks
Frederic and Frances Brossy
Carole and Keith Brown
Toby and Gabriela Bruce
Ava Jean Brumbaum
John and Florence Bryan
George R. Bunn, Jr.
Rebecca A. Burad
Jonathan Burgstone
Bradford and Joan Burnham
Betty Burnham
Lewis H. Butler
Wiley and Jo Caldwell
John and Barbara Callander
Allen and Dorothy Calvin
Kimo Campbell
William and Lois Cannady
Sara Carter
Gene and Marion Cartwright
Jeremias Carvalho
Rev. Paul and Mrs. Jan 

Chaffee
Sam Chan and Pam Lee
Ted and Joan Chaskelson
Sr. Joan Chatfi eld
Gwhyneth Chen
George and Emma Christopher
Robert and Martha Christopher
Sr. Sandra G. Clemente
William Clements and 

Sharman Gould
Todd and Elizabeth Clist
Cullen and Sally Coates
John B. Cobb, Jr.
Carol Codding

Milo and Lois Coerper
Marcel and Cynda Collins 

Arsenault
Jeffery and Kathy Congdon
Charlie Conner
Adele Corvin
Keith and Marcelle Costello
James and Phyllis Coulter
The Rev. and Mrs. Norman L. 

Cram, Jr.
Harold and Mary Cranston
John and Susan Crosier
Bradley Currey, Jr.
Dana Curtis
Diane Curtis
Alan and Laurie Dachs
Ronald Damholt
Nick D’Angelo
Anne Danielson
Stephen and Iris Dart
Leonie Darwin
Gordon Davidson and 

Corinne McLaughlin
Mary Davidson
John and Alice Davis
Eleanor de Limur
Joan P. Dedo
Dennis and Gretchen Delman
Raj and Helen Desai
Lou D. Diekemper
Julia Doherty
Christine Dohrmann
Jeanne C. Dowell
Eileen H. Drath
John and Victoria Duff
Jean Duggan
Shaikh Bashir Ahmad Dultz
Rev. Pamela Dungan
The Rev. Lisa M. Dunkel
John and Mary Dunn
Justine Durrell
Amitabh Dutt
The Scott B. Easter Family

Alex and Simone Echeguren
Douglas Russell Edwards
Rev. Tilden and Mrs. Mary 

Edwards
James and Marjorie Elander
Olaf and Teri Elander
Linda B. Elder
The Rev. John D. Else
Virginia Elting
C. Timothy and Cornelia 

Enders
The Rev. Richard Fabian
Sr. Dianne Fagan
Elder Rowan Fairgrove
Paul and Dianne Felton
Vivian Felton
Susan K. Fessler
Rev. Frederick Fielding
Kathryn T. Files
Florelyn L. Fine
John H. Flagg
Kristina Flanagan
Grace Fong
Barbara T. Forsstrom
T. Jack and Patricia Foster
John Fox
Cathy B. Fox
Deborah J. Frankel
Arthur and Caren Fried
Rabbi Stacy Friedman
William P. Fuller and 

Jennifer Beckett
Stephen Fuqua and 

Tania Homayoun
William and Barbara Gaffi eld
The Rev. Mary Moore Gaines 

and Mr. George Gaines
Walter Galloway
Thomas Game
Mary Garner
Rev. Karen Garrett
Rev. James and Mrs. Ann 

Garvin

David Gates
Rev. Francis and Mrs. Virginia 

Geddes
Leonard and Geraldine 

Genovese
Linda George
Arlene Getz
Ruth L. Gibbs and 

Robert Margoshes
Ruth W. Gibbs
Sherril Gilbert
George Giles
John and Ann Glover
Martha Gning
John and Marcia Goldman
Richard Goldman and Brittany 

Hutchison
James and Priscilla Goodby
James E. Gracheck and 

Joni E. McAnany-Gracheck
Regina Gray
Robert and Susan Green
William and Frances Green
Daphne D. Greene
Rev. Steven E. Greenebaum
Flora Greenhoot
Lewis B. Griggs
Cristina Grisham
Lois Gundlack
Can Mahmut and 

Ece Asiye Guralp
Iftekhar and Atiya Hai
Donald and Margaret Harger
Rev. John and Mrs. Barbara 

Harper
Paul and Carol Harrison
Margaret S. Hart
Helen Hart
Peter C. Hart
Sande Hart
Will and JoAnn Haymaker
Harold and Reta Haynes
William and Barbara Hazlett
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Kansas and Stefaniensas and Stefanie
Hendersonenders

Pieter A. Mattelaer and Pieter A. Mattelaer 
Sara K. HeyseSara K. Heyse

John and Marjorie Hickmanhn and Marjorie Hickma
Kenneth Hicksneth 
Dorothy HigbieDorothy Higbie
H. Langdon and CharmianH. Langdon and C

HillearyHilleary
Adrienne Hirt and

Jeffrey Rodman
Ven. Wilfred H. Hodgkin, DD
Libby Hoffman
Jeff and Alison Holland
Patricia Hooper
Frank and Mary Ann Hoover
Edwin Hostetter
Rev. Carol M. Hovis
Martha N. Howell
Embry Howell
Jeannette Hoyt
Kuang Hui Huang and

Shih Chieh Hsu
Robert and Helene Huber
Rosemary Hughes
Sheldon B. Hughes Jr. and 

Halina Bak-Hughes
Peggy Huntington
John and Olivia Hurd
Azhar Hussain
Justine Huxley
Zev Hymowitz and

Sheila Lippman
Junaid Islam
Deepak Jagannath
Helen Jenks
Brent and Mary Johnson
Craig and Nichola Johnson
Dennis and Marsha Johnson
Elizabeth Johnson
Franklin P. Johnson
Rebecca Johnson
Rupert and Maryellie Johnson

Tim and Kie JohnsonTim an ohnson
The Very Rev. and Mrs. Alan The Ve and Mrs

Jones es
Cynthia C. Jonesia C  Jon
Janet JonesJanet J
Margaret JonesMargar es
Albert and Mary Jonsenand Mary Jonsen
Rabbi and Mrs. Doug and and Mrs. Doug and

Ellen Kahnllen
Marcia KannryM
Sudarshan and Veena Kapoor
Clarita Karlin
Rev. Masato and Mrs. Alice 

Kawahatsu
Bruce and Mary Kennedy
Margaret L. Keon
Father George Khoury
Daniel King
Richard King and Carol Edgar
Rev. Doug and Mrs. Terry 

Kinney
Susan Kirsch
Ronald Koonce
Richard and Doreen Kopf
Georgios Kostakos
Patrick Kretsch and

Penelope R. Burton
George and Doris Krevsky
Heidi Kuhn
Katharine W. Lamb
Peter and Eileen Laurence
Gary and Joan Lawrence
The Very Rev. Rick Lawson
Deborah L. Lawson Cleveland
Carole J. Lee
Tom Leffl er
Judith V. Lelchook
Judson and Shirley Leong
The Rev. William E. and Mrs. 

Jean Lesher
Keith and Gail Lester
Mitch Levine
Zachary Levine

Rona Levine-Goldstein
Phebe Ann Clarke Lewis
Thomas and Lynette Ley
Ven. Tenzin Lhadron
Elisabeth Lheure
Rev. Mark A. Libowitz
Rev. Deborah Ann Light
Timothy and Joy Light
John G. and June R. Lilienthal
Richard B. Craswell and 

Laura C. Lin
Robert J. Livingston
Fay Loomis
Kevin Losch
Hal and Carol Louchheim
Charles and Mary Lowrey
James and Patricia Ludwig
Robert and Connie Lurie
Jack and Helen Lynch
Vincent and Barbara Lyon
Emmett and Carol MacCorkle
Carol E. MacDonald
Charity S. MacDonald
Donald and Kathleen Mac

Donald
Samuel G. Macfarlane
Harold and Mary Mackinney
Cameron and Ann Macrae
Charles and Julie Magowan
Merrill L. Magowan
Mark Mancao
Sanjay Manchanda
Bruce and Naomi Mann
The Ven. Rev. Malcolm and 

Mrs. Sandy Manson
Milton O. Markewitz
Kay Markham
Harvey and Eve Masonek
Margaret O. Massialas
William and Karen Mastin
Avon Mattison
Nushin Mavaddat

Maria Salette Mayer de 
Aquino Guiliano

Charlotte and Todd Maynard
Thomas and Elizabeth McCall
William McClatchy and

Nicole L. Strocen
Susan D. McClean
Archibald and Anne McClure
John G. McCoy
James McGovern
Robert and Joan McGrath
Corinne McLaughlin
Michael and Sally McNulty
Ted Meeker and Anita Wotiz
Muffi e Meier
Ann T. Metcalfe
Alma Metzler
Nancy Miailovich
Kyohei Mikawa
Leonard James Miller
Thomas Miller
Barbara Mills
Gwynne Moffi tt
Rev. Deborah Moldow
Robert and Maura Morey
The Very Rev. James P. Morton
Alma R. Moses
Jocelyn A. Moss
John and Betsy Munz
Galen Murphy and

Matthew Levesque
Kathleen Murray
Nancy D. Murray
Thomas Murray and

Gwendolyn Brown-Murray
Kathleen J. Murtey
Maryanne Myers
Eleanor Myers
Irene Nasser
Bernard and Gail Nebenzahl
Margaret Ness
Jane Newhall
Raquel Newman
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Walter and Ellen Newman
Rev. Liem T. Nguyen
Most Rev. George H. 

Niederauer
Robert and Marilynn Nissen
Tomiko Nojima
Phillip Nuccio
Roswitha Obermann
William and Susan Oberndorf
Robert O’Brien
Kevin O’Donnell
Robert and Susan Ohrenschall
Jeananne Oliphant
Peggy Olsen and Steve Piuma
Leo S. Orginos and

Brenda West
Olivia Orr
Suzanne Orrick
John and Jane Osborne
Edgar and Norma Osgood
Genevieve B. Oxley
Michael and Susan Painter
John Avery Palmer and

Sherrill B. Martinez
William and Julie Parish
Joseph Parker
Mark Parnes
Margaret M. Paul
The Hon. Nancy Pelosi
Thomas and Jamel Perkins
David Perkins
William and Leonilla Perry
Carolyn J. Peters
Leesa Petrie
Joseph and Helen Pickering
Tom and Megan Pillsbury
Bill and Mary Poland
Evelyn Pope
Lynne Portnoy
Ron and Deborah Povich
James N. Pratt
Theodore B. Pratt
Rev. Peggy Price

Harriet Meyer Quarre
Garry Quinn
Amy Quirk
Malik Rahman
Helen H. Raiser
Craig and Maja Ramsey
Dana and Gina Randt
Hubert and Joan Reber
Mark R. Reedy
Shafi  and Rukhsana Refai
Ken Reggio and Carol Schulte
Anne Reisman
Rentz Family Fund
Paul Resnick and Joan Karlin
Christa Reynolds
Marc Rietveld
Richard and Jean Ringe
Robert N. Ristad
Wayne and Lynn Robbins
John and Ann Roberts
Marion Robertson
Alma Robinson Moses and 

Toye Moses
Ann Root
Norman and Nan Rosenblatt
Rev. Anne Roth and Bill Roth
James and Libby Rouse
Kate Rowe
Sam Ruben
Jack Rudin
Herbert Rynor
Yawer Salim Uddin
Sylvia Salomon
Cynthia Sampson
John and Diane Savage
Jack Sawyer
Rev. Richard Schaper
Frances Schilling
Tracy P. Schilling
The Rev. Zoila Schoenbrun  

and Richard Schoenbrun
William and Ruth Schooler
David and Daly Schreck

Rev. Furyu Nancy Schroeder
Frank and Paula Schultz
Jackson and Rhoda Schultz
 M. Joanne Schwebach
Father Rich and Jane

Schweinsburg
Rev. Thomas L. Seagrave
Christine A. Segerhammar
Betty Sellars
Rebecca Senoglu
Carole E. Setzer
Barton and Charlaine

Shackelford
Marge Sheehy
J. Michael and Debbie

Shepherd
James and Sita Sherman
John W. Shields and Deborah 

S. Penar
Jane Pratt and John D. ShillingShilling
Rev. Hallam Shorrock,Jr.horrock,Jr.
The Hon. George P. Shultz n. George P. Shultz 

and Dame Charlottend Dame Charlotte
Mailliard ShultzMailliard Sh

John and Lucretia SiasJohn and Lucretia S
Ray Signergne
Charline Bayon Simmonsine Bayon S
Corina Simonna 
Mary Page Sims Page Sims
David Singer andDavid Singer and

The Rev. Susan Singere Rev. Susa
R.K. Janmeji Singhanmeji Sing
Joel and Deborah Skidmored Deborah S
Wilfred T. SmallWilfred T. S
George and Camilla SmithGeorge and Camilla Sm
Gordon and Ruddy Smithdon and Ruddy Smith
Martha Smithmith
Melissa L. Smith
Larry Snider
Yung and Vivian Sohnian So
David J. Spaarrow
Charlene Spretnaketnak
Sam and Padma Srinivasanma S

Robert and Elizabeth Stafford
Barbara Stanley
Justin and Sallie Stanley
Margaret C. S. Stark-Roberts
The Rev. Richard and

Mary Stazesky
Brian and Mary Stein-Webber
Elizabeth and Stuart Stephens
Gregory and Catherine Stern
John and Dorothy Stewart
Norman and Ann Stewart
Tom Steyer and Kat Taylor
Marshall Stoller and 

Mikiko Huang
Robert Stone and

Barbara Petty
Pablo and Jenean Stone
Paul and Kathleen Storfer
Nicole Stott
John W. and Jane StraubJohn W. and Jane Strau
Edna L. StreetEdna L. Str
Carla Mae StreeterCarla Mae Str
Jay StrickwerdaJay Strickwerda
Elizabeth V. Sturckeneth V. Sturcken
Robert Stutzobert S
Joseph L. Subbiondoh L. Subbiondo
Craig and Maureen Sullivanand Maureen S
Peter and Marie Sullivanand Marie Sulliv
 Elizabeth H. Sutroet
Judy SwansonJudy Swanson
W. Clarke Swanson Jr.arke Swanson J
James and Susan Sweeneyand Susan Sw
Sean SwiftSw
Roselyne C. Swigyn
George and Barbara SycipGeorge and Barbar
James and Marilyn SymonsJames and Marilyn Symons
Rabbi Arieh Sztokmanabbi Arieh Sztokman
Peter and Carol TaaffePeter and Carol Taaffe
Brian and Nancy TalcottBrian and Nancy Tal
Helene Tamarinin
Chris and Ruth Tatumuth TatuC
Edwin and Polly Taylorlly Ta
Jeanne Taylor
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Robert and Anne Taylor
Place Tegland
L. Jay and Gretchen

Tenenbaum
Carter and Mary Thacher
Peter and Eleanor Thorp
Charlotte Tidball
Dexter and Elizabeth Tight
Mary B. Tilghman
Theodore Timpson
Joseph and Edith Tobin
Louise Todd Cope
Rev. Frances and Mr. John 

Tornquist
Len and Libby Traubman
Barbara Trites
Barry and Amanda Trosten-

Bloom
Marion Trotter
Herbert and Nancy Tully
Irene Turner
Robert and Ardey Turner
Margot B. Unkel

Sidney and Nancy Unobskey
Cort and Jean Van Rensselaer
Mark Vermeulen
His Holiness Bodhinatha 

Veylanswami
Allison T. Vogel
Roger and Wendy Von Oech
Jeffrey and Virginia Vreeland
Edwin A. Waite
Gilford B. Walker
Robert C. and Lynda R. Walker
Peter and Anne Wallace
Timothy and Elizabeth Walsh
Barbara Walter
Lawrence and Rhona Wanetick
John Warriner
Ralph V. Warth
Robert and Nancy Weeks
Carl and Kim Weichel
Peter Weinberger
Putney and Anne Westerfi eld
Rebecca Westerfi eld
Jane Whitfi eld and

Salvatore Abbate
Diana Whitney
The Very Rev. H. Lawrence 

and Mrs. Elizabeth 
Whittemore

Linda Whittock
Monica Willard

Anne B. Williams
Audri Scott Williams
Charles F. Willis
Diane B. Wilsey
Charles B. Wilson and

Frances S. Petrocelli
Barbara H. Wilson
Lynn Armstrong Winkel
Charles and Lou Winston
Jack and Paula Winter
Stephen A. Wise
The Rev. Harry and

Mrs. Genelda Woggon
Margaret Wolcott
Rev. George Wolfe
W. Foster and Sheila Wollen
John and Brigid Wonder
Michael C. Wood
Frances Worthington
Alvin Yamashiro
Maristela Zell
George H. Ziener and

Mary L. Fahey

Global Giving Circle

Corinne Abel
Rory Brown
The Rev. Canon Charles P. 

and Mrs. Debbie Gibbs
Richard Hoskins andha

Lynn FrameLynn Fr

Victoria Hudson
Lillian Jarrett
John Keast
Rev. Kay Lindahl
Sally Mahé
Walter and Muriel Murch
Regan Murphy and

Helen Borgan
Robert Reynolds and

Rev. Carol C. Saysette
Kelli Rice
Edward and Marcella Riegel
Andrew Ruff
Rita R. Semel
Barbara H. Hartford and 

James C. Strong
The Rt. Rev. and Mrs. William

E. Swing

In-Kind Donors

Christa Reynolds
Kay Markham
Morgan Lewis Bockius, LLP
Rowan Fairgrove
Sam International Informational

Technology, Inc.
Stephen Fuqua
Thanksgiving Coffee Co.
Young’s Market Company

*  Please accept our apologies for any omissions. Please contact Ms. Rory 
Brown at 415.561.2300 or brown@uri.org to correct our records.
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Copies of audited fi nancial statements available upon request.

All Other - Unrestricted Gifts   $2,073,467 

Restricted Gifts $640,039 

In Kind Donations $12,891 

All Other Revenues  $77,878 

TOTAL REVENUE $2,804,275

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2008

Key Revenue and Expense Information

Global Community Development  $767,488

Global Council  $89,509

Peacebuilding  $289,780

Communications  $266,567

Education & Outreach   $45,934

Global Assembly  $446,348

Youth Activities   $145,070

Management & General  $296,139

Fundraising   $398,607

TOTAL EXPENSES $2,745,442

All Other - Unrestricted Gifts
74%

Restricted Gifts
23% In Kind Donations

<1%

All Other Revenues
3%

Youth Activities
5%

Management &
General

11%

Fundraising
15%

Global Council
3%

Peacebuilding
11%

Communications
10% 

Education
& Outreach

2%

Global Assembly
16% Global Community

Development
27%

URI Global Council 
President: The Rt. Rev. William E. Swing, United States
Chair: Yoland Trevino, United States
Vice Chair: Marites Africa, Philippines
Vice Chair: Shlomo Alon, Israel
Secretary: Perri Kathryn McCary, United States
Ass’t Secretary: Pelecinnah Josiah-Pele, Nigeria
Treasurer: Rabbi Doug Kahn, United States
Ass’t Treasurer: Anas Al-Abbadi, Jordan

Swami Agnivesh, India
Tareq Al-Tamimi, Palestinian Territory
Fany Avila Eleta, Panama
Maulana Syed Muhammad Abd-ul-Khabir Azad, Pakistan
Kiran Bali,United Kingdom
Rattan Channa, Kenya
Suzan Dababneh, Jordan
Shaikh Bashir Armad Dultz, Germany
Linda Bennett Elder, United States
The Rev.Canon Charles P. Gibbs, United States
Rebecca Gonzales-Tobias, United States
Dr. Amir Farid bin D. Isahak, Malaysia
Ven. Jinwol Lee, Korea
Elisabeth Lheure, Spain
Rev. David Limo Pajar, Peru
Bishop Samuel Lubogo, Uganda
Susanna McIlwaine, United States
Rev. Elias De Andrade Pinto, Brazil
Adelia Sandoval, United States
Musa Sanguila, Philippines
Matthew Paul Youde, United Kingdom

URI President’s Council 
Honorary Chairs: William K. Bowes, Richard N. Goldman
Arch and Anne McClure, The Hon. George Shultz and Dame 
Charlotte Mailliard Shultz 
President: The Rt. Rev. William E. Swing
Chair: John Weiser 
Executive Director: The Rev. Canon Charles P. Gibbs

Wade Aubry
Bailey Barnard
Alexandra Bowes
Frances Bowes
Jonathan Burgstone 
Bob Freelen
William P. Fuller
Rupert Johnson, Jr. 
Jill H. Kramer 
Bob Lurie 
James E. Sherman
Roselyne C. Swig 
Kat Taylor 

URI Foundation Board of Directors 
President: Rt. Rev. William E. Swing
Chair: Rabbi Doug Kahn
Secretary: Brigid Wonder
Treasurer: William G. Clements

Sam Chan
Charles Gibbs, Executive 

Director
Peter Phleger, Esq., ex offi cio

REVENUE

EXPENSES
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UNITED REL IGIONS INIT IATIVE

The Presidio
P.O. Box 29242
San Francisco, CA 94129

+1 415.561.2300

www.uri.org

The Purpose of the United Religions Initiative is 
to promote enduring daily interfaith cooperation, to end religiously 
motivated violence and to create cultures of peace, justice, and healing 
for the Earth and all living beings.

The URI is active in: Algeria, Angola, 
Argentina, Australia, Bangladesh, 
Belgium, Benin, Bolivia, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Brazil, Burkino Faso, 
Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, 
Chile, China, Congo, Denmark, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Finland, Gabon, Gambia, 
Germany, India, Indonesia, Iran, Israel, 
Italy, Jordan, Kenya, Korea, Liberia, 
Malawi, Malaysia, Mexico, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Nepal, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Palestinian Territory, Panama, Panama, 
Peru, Philippines, Romania, Russia, 
Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, South Africa, Spain, 
Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Syria, Taiwan, 
Tajikistan, Turkey, Uganda, United 
Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, 
United States, Venezuela, Vietnam, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe

Find URI in these social networks:
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