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125-B, Pak Arab Housing Schem
Ferozepur Road,Lahore

Land line: 042-3592-4513

Cell: 0300-6961022

E-mail: uripakumang@gmail.com '_

www.uripakistan.org
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| got my early education from a missionary school and learnt a lot from interfaith experience
| Consider Myself to Be The Luckiest Person to Have

Qualified for Scholarship Program from “Nostra Aetate”

y mame is Sadia Omer and [ am
Mﬁ'-nm Lahore, member URI
Pakistan. By profession [ am a medical
Doctor and practicing as Gynecologist.
I did my graduation from Kaunas
University of Medicine Lithuania. [ got
my early education from a renowied
mussionary school in Pakistan, where |
came across both Christians and
Muslims and 1 learnt a lod from this
interfaith experience in the school, Still
I have many Muslim and Christian
friends from that time. And 1 cherish
this fricndship and good relations
between Christians and Muslims,

I know Fr James Channan OP
personally and we had several
programs together, Fr James Channan
is working as Ddrector Peace Centre
Lahore & URI Regional Coordinator
Pakiztan, @am very much impressed by
his zeal and dedication in this much
needed field of Interreligious Dialogue.
I'want to contribute my level best in this
much needed work of dialogue
between Christians and Muslims.
Even now and for the past 5 yvears [ am
very much imvolved i interreligious
and Christtan-Muslim dialogue
programs which are carried on i flerent
places, especially, through the Peace
Center in Lahore, Here 1 want io
mention that 1 had the honour of the
meting His Eminence, Cardinal Jean-
Lowis Tauran when he came to Pakistan
and performed the blessing ceremony
of Peace Center in Lahore on 28th of
Movember, 20140

In the Peace Center, Forum i1z provided
1o both Muslims and Chinistians to come
together and discuss the mutual
problems which are faced by them and
also we seck for the possible solution io
avoid clashes and thus promote
dialogue at all levels of life. We have
succeeded 1o a certain extent but still
there is a grave need to promote mutual
respect, acceptance and have positive
views about each other and respect the
differences as well.

Pakiztan 1% a country where 96 % are

¥
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Muslims, whereas, there are also 2 %
Christians and 2 % Hindus, Sikhs and
Buddhists. On the whole people live in
harmony but at Hmes we CXperienee a
Iot of tension between Christians and
Muslims due o some fanatics and
fundamental elements in our society.
That brings bad name to our religion
and our country as well, 1 feel very
saddened in such siteation.

[t was my heartfelt desire 1o learn and
decpen my knowledge of Christianity
through studies. 1 wanted to study
Christianity. | consider myselfto be the
Iuckiest person o have gualified for
scholarship program  from  MNostra
Actate (PCID-ROME ITALY) for 035
months. [ met with Fr. Markus Solo
SVD, the Vice President, Chnstian-
Muszlim Diadogue. He is an homest and
very cooperative person. He is an
impressive personality and helped me a
lot in Kome and always remained in
touch with me,

In Rome, my residence was at Lay
Center, where international students
from all over the world usually staved.
Wewere 21 International students from
different religions including Muslims,
Christians, Jews, and Buddhist ¢te. for
different scholarships programs.

From the star till end, all of us had
productive discussion on religions and
different aspects of our social lives. We
all had our food and dialogue at the
same table I got a chance to learn about
different religions from the healthy
discussions especially about
Christianity since Eome 15 an ancient

city with i1z rools goes back anoumd
imore than 2000 years,

Christianity started from FRome and has
now spread all over the world.

I studied at the Pontifical University of
5t Thomas Aguinas (Angclicum). |
took four courses including:

I. Philosophy of Religions

2. Chrstian Archeolooy

3. Imtrocluction toworld great religions
4, Inter-Religious Dhalogue Lectures,
All professors were very well prepared
and sound on their topics and imparted
their knowledge to us in an impressive
way, Most of my quires were addressed
regarding various religions especially
about Christianity. When [ appeared in
the exams and by the grace of Almighty
Allah, secured 90 % marks besides
appreciation letter from my professors.
[ also pot an opporlunily o visi
historical places becauwse 1 chose
Christianity Archeology, PCID
arranged some foars for us,

Jung 26th, 2016 was the shiny day of
my lifie when | was invited as special
guest of Holy Pope Francis and he
awarded me a special medal. He is very
soft spoken and humble person on this
earth.

[ fieel that the program was really very
imiporiant and beneficial which helped
me groom my anterpersonal skills a
intermational level as well as facilitated
my understanding aboutl many
misconceptions related to different
religions. | thank almighty Allah for
this Opporiunity,

oy ey I
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Members of the majonty religion are largely ignorant of problems of non-Muslims

Countering Violent Extremism in Punjal

Fr. James Channan OP, Mr Faisl Malik and Ms Asmara Daud invited for participation in dissemination workshop

Fr James Channan OF Regional
coordinator URL, Mr Faisl Mahk
Executive Secretary Peace Center and
Ms. Asmara Dauwd. Youth trainer URI
invited for participation in
diszemination workshop aimed at
countering violent extremizm in
Pumnjaby on 13 October 2007 in Flettics
Hotel Lahore hosted by Pakistan
Institwte for Peace Siudies (PIPS), The

forums were attended by a mix of

scholars, academics, policy makers and
civil society representatives. The
dissemination workshop was chaired
by Kaz Javed who appreciated the
breadih of debates that took place in the
consuliations. He shared that all sors
of issues came under discussion, and
now, it is lime o move forward the
debaie 1o the do-ables; what can be
done to take forward the findings of the

consulialions on couniering exiremism

from Punjab. One of the key finding of

this forum was that members of the

majority religion are largely ignorant of

problems of non-Muslims or the
contributions of the lamer in Pakistan's

independence, Al times, the du.h:ltq. of
cguality hovers around cconomic
opportunitics. The ecconomic
perspective and deprivation must be
addressed.

Government should add lessons in syllabus to promote interfaith harmony

Discrimination Towards Minorities

Peace Center organized three Youth Seminars for Minority Youth in Pakistan

P eace Center organized three Youth
Sceminars on August 17, 28 and 29,
2017 for Minority Youth in Pakistan to
put forward their issues, challenges,
experiences as minomty youth to find
out the solutions respectively. Three
different religious communities
participated 1o give their views and
comments in the light of their personal
experiences; they were Christian,
Hindu and 5Sikh from different

TT;FH |

backgrounds. Majority Youth members
were students and few came from MG
Sector in the first Seminar organized
for mixed minonty vouth, boys & girls
the second Youth Seminar all Christian
Young bovs were invited to share their
experences and i the third Youth
Seminar all voung Christian girls were

imvited., There were many stories of

dizscrimination towards minorities at
school, colleges and even in

12017 e e

universities as well,

They also gave the suggestions and
expected solutions of the challenges
and pointed out the positive aspects of
Pakistan for the religiows frecdom,
social norms, palitical affairs, business
feasibilies and owning of cultural
values as well. All the points e
challenges, solutions and positive
aspects for the promotion of Christian-
Muzlim Dialogue in Pakistan
mentioned by the participants such as
lack of freedom of speech, limited
[dentity of minoniies, :.mplm-lm_nl
discrimination in Government and in
private sectors ¢te. They gave some
solutions 1o minimize the conficts 1.e.
Government  should add lessons in
syllabus to promote interfath harmony,
Awareness seminars for all majornity
and minority vouth should arrange a
schools, colleges and  universities,
amendments in the Pakistan’s
Constitution to become a nnn-Mushm
Prime minister and President of

Pakistan. A‘
e
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SAFETY ANI} DIGNITY FOR ALL

with Interfaith Youth members of Joy Foundation at Saint Peter's High School Toba Tek Singh

UFti Pakistan organized one day
youth training with the theme
“Together for Peace: Respect, Safety
and Dignity for A" with interfuith
voulh members of Joy Foundation on
28th September, 2007 at Saint Peter’s
High School Toba Tek Singh.

Ms, Maham Magbool Program Oilicer,
JF ¢¢ welcomed participants and LRI
staff. Mr. Asher MNazir Execulive
Secretary, Sr. Sabina Rifat Coordinator
Women Wing, and Ms. Asmara Daud,
Youth Tramer URT Pakistan, Mr. Asher
Mazir gave introduction of URI
Pakistan & talked about the Preamble,
purpose & Prnciple of URL He said
that Bishop William Swing iz the
founder of United Religions Initiatives
and his vision was to bring all the
religions together and spread peace, He
iold that URI is working in 102
countries at present and since 17 vears
United Religions Initiatives is
spreading peace all over the world. He
told that 900 interfaith organizations
are connected globally with URI
through Cooperation Circlezs and in
Pakiztan 54 Cooperation Circles are
working with URI Pakistan for the
promodion of peace and interfaith
harmony. He told that Fr. James
Channan OP Regional Coordinator
URI Pakistan has devoted his life
towards for promoting peace and
interfaith harmony. He has received
many national and International
awards for his commitment and
devotion,

5. Clara Dewan, Prncipal, Convent of

Jesus and Mary School, TTS wld a
02 (117 bt o

story which gave a message that we
cannot only work out solutions through
fighting and violence but through an
alternative which does not huns the
feelings of others but spreads the
message of peace, love and supporn.
Shee sand that if we foster peace building
education in our institutions only then
we gan give rise 1o fulure peace
builders.

5r. Sabina Rifat Coordinator of URI

Women Wing, shared about the role of

women in peace building., She started
her session with an activity in which all
the participants had to laugh i 5
different ways, It was an ce-breaking
activity and the participants enjoyed ita
lot, She said that when we are happy we
bring positive change in our sociely,
when we laugh or smile our depression
is reduced 1o half, She said that a smile
i the first step towards peace, She told
that many women 1 have met around
the world are facing violence and are
quict. She said that 1f we remain guiet
as always then there is nothing in this

world a woman cannot do. 1Fwe try our

best we can overcome any challenge
whether is violence or any other. She

zaid it"s not the money, complexion or
our beautiful clothes which impress
other but our abilities and character
which is the actual beauty. She also
recited a poem about vielence against
women which was written by her. After
that a video was playved which showed
how URI 15 contributing  towards
WOImEn Smpowenment.

Ms. Asmara Daud, Youth Trainer,
divided the participants in 5 groups asd
asked each group 1o write down what
they could do to promote peace. The
groups gave presentations one by one
andd shared their thoughts about how to
spread peace throwgh our daily
activitics, which were appreciated by
all. At the end Mz Asmara did an
activity with a ball which could only be
lighted when 2 participants werg
holding it together and if one leaves i
does not gets lighted, which gave a
message that together we could
become the strength of one anciher,
Asher Mazir thanked Joy Foundation
and Mr. Yagoob Sadig, its staff for
organizing the youth training .




poem which he had written o pay
tribute to Fr. James Channan OF tor his
marvelous contributions toward
promoting peace and harmony among
people.Mr. Jarpaiz and Dominican
students  presented  beautiful peace
somigs with their melodious voices,
Cake Cutting Ceremony flor the

celebration of Peace Day was carried
out by the honorable guecsis, Special
thanks were extended to the hard
working team of URI and Peace
Center; Fr. James Channan OF, 5r
sabina Hifat, Asher Nazir, Ms, Asmarn
Daud, Faisal lyas and Ms. MNeelam
Misar

Coordinator of Hand in Hand

THE URI FAMILY WELCOME HER AS NEW
MEMEER OF REGIONAL STAFF IN PAKISTAN

AN UPBEAT, DEDICATED,

SELF-MOTIVATED TEAM PLAYER

URI PAKISTAN IS PLEASED TO INTRODUCE MISS. ASMARA
DAUD AS THE NEW YOUTH TRAINER OF URI PAKISTAN

R1 Pakistan 15 pleased o

mntroduce Miss. Asmara Daud as
the mew youth Tramer of LRI pakisian .
Asmara Daud has done her M5C from
University of the Punjab & M35 in
Development Studies from Comsats
Instinte of Information Technology.
She has worked with several youil led
organizations over the past & years as
voluniger, Internee, program  officer
and businezs development officer, She
has done research based work as well,
Bhe 1= an upbeat, dedicated, secli-
mativated team player with excellent
communication skills and a certified
tramer by MNational Democratic
Institute, [slamabad.
[he URI family global and Pakiztan
welcome her with joyv as new member
of the URI Regional Stafl in Pakistan
wish her all the best for her

and

responsibilities as Youth Trmer.
May Peace Prevail On Earth!

CC URI Pakistan

Mr. Derek Bernard
Has Passed Away

He was a great promoter of
peace and interfaith harmony
in Pakistan

1 Pakizian shares this sad news

with deep griel that Mr. Derck
Bemard Coordinator of Hand in Hand
CC Pakistan passed away on 25
September 2007, May God grant him
eternal life and consolation to his dear
ones, He was a preal promoter of
peace and interfaith  harmony in
Pakistan.
Our prayers are with all family
members of Mr, Derek Bernard at this
crucial momenis.

Sudanese
Community
Pakistan CC is

approved

Sudiml.':d.' Community Pakistan CC
wias approved on 13th September,
URI Regional and Global staff
congraiulate Mr Csman Saduldeen,
the Coordinator  for this great
achievement and a step foraand.

We wish that this CC will bring a lot
of pood things for the URT in Pakistan

and around the globe!
— 1|i-




he United Religions [Initiative

(URI) Pakistan and Peace Center
organized a grand celebration of
International Day of Peace on 2151 of
Seplember, 2017 in Lahore. A very
impressive and significant crowd of
mare than 130 Christian, Muslim,
Hindu and Sikh religious leaders,
human rights activists, promoters of
interfaith harmony, scholars,
professors, students from various
universitics as well as vouth and
women from different walks of hife
participated in this grand event. The
theme was the same as announced by
the UM “Together for Peace: Respect,
Safety and Dignity for AllL™ His Grace,
Most Rev. Sebastian Shaw, Arch
bishop of Lahore Presided owver,
whereas, Maulana Abdul Khabir Azad
Grand Imam of Badshahi Mosgue
Lahore was the Chiet Guest. The
Ciuests of Honor included:  Fr. Pascal
Paulus OF, Fr. Nadeem Francis OFM
Cap, Dr. Munawar Chand (Hindu),
Sardar Jamam Singh (Sikh), Allama
Muhamumad Zubair Abid, Dr. Kanwal
Feroze, Mrs. Shabnam Nagi,
Chaudhary Zubair Ahmad Faroog, Fr.
Inavat Bernard, Dr. Sadia Omer, the
Fev, Shahid Mehraj and  Allama Mutti
Ashig Hussain.
Fr. James Channan OF welcomed all
guests. The program started with
planting of an olive tree in the lawn of
Peace Center by the Archbishop
Sebastian Shaw, Mufti Ashig Hussain,
Sardar Jamam Singh and other
participants. The plant was donated by
Fr. Madeem Francis as a symbol of

12017 i i

peace among religions and cultures.
This followed releasing of bunch of

balloons and pigeons Pravers were
offered by
Christiamity, Islam, Hindu and Sikh
religions. The video message of the
Secretary-General of the United
Mations Mr, Antonio Guierres was
presented. Sr. Sabina read Urdu
translation of this message. She also
recited a poem on peace and harmiony.
Miss Asmara Daud and Faisal Ilyas
presented video presentation on the
sufferings of Muslims of Rohingya.
Azher Nazir made announcement
aboul the “African Interfaith Harmony
Award of the Year™ given by the LRI
Africa to Fr James Channan and
Maulana Abdual Khabir Azad in
recognition of their remarkable work
for reconciliation among people of all

representatives of

religions.

Hiz Excellency Archhishop Sebastian
Shaw said in his address | peace 15 a
state of mind which urges us for love
and mercy towards others, He strongly
condemned the genocide of Burmese
Muszlims and wished o have peace over
there. Maulana Abdul Khabir Azad
expressed his deep sadness over the
situation of Muslims in Myanmar and
said today is the Peace Day and [ pray to
Almighty Allah for peace in the world
and especially in Myanmar. Fr. Pascal
Pauluz OF, Prior Vice Provincial,
Domimcan Order Pakistan sand that let
us be chanmels of peace and remain
cool like diamonds. Let us be the
heralds of the good news. Rev, Fr
Francis Madeem OFM Cap highly
appreciated the program. Allama
Muhamamd Moced and Fev, Shahid
Mchraj also spoke at the occasion.
Dr.Munawar Chand, a Hindu leader
said, Hindu religion teaches love for all
and peace among all. A prominent Sikh
leader Sardar Janam Singh said that is
very imporant o overcome four things
which bring dizunity and intolerance
among  us; complains, comparing,
miscalculating and criticism,  IF we
overcome all these vices we can make
this waorld heaven on earth,

Allama Mohammad Zubair Abid,
Chairman of Peace and Harmony
Metwork Pakistan sad that Pakistan 1s
our country and need to promaote peace
and harmony in our country and the
world over. Mr. Zalid Anwar, a
Christian poet, recited a very moving

y -
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African Interfaith Harmony Award of URI-Africa Presented to Fr. James Channan and Maulana Abdul Khabir Azad

Treat others the way you want to he treated

The award ceremony took place in Sarajevo at the occasion of the URI Global Leaders Gathering

U nited Religions Initiative-Adfrica
presented itz 20017 Africa
Intgrfaith Harmony Award to Fr
James Channan OF and  Maulana

Abdul Ehabir Arad, Grahd Imam of

Badshali Mosque Lahore who are
active members of LR and mmterfaith
activists from Pakistan

The award ceremony took place on
September
Hosnia - Herzegoving on the occasion
of the URI Global Leaders Cathening
held m Sarapevo, The award was
presented by the URI-Africa team in
the presence of Global Trustees,
Global Suppont and Regional Staff,
President, Chairperson of Global
Council and
LRI

On ithe occasion of handing over the
award Amb. Mussie Hailu, Regional
Director of URI-Africa and
Representative of URL to Afncan
Union and United Mations in Afrnca
“The
bestowed upon Fr. James Channan OP
and Maulana Abdul Khabir Azad in
recogniion of their ongong  great
coninbution i promoting micriaih
harmony and peaceful co-gxistence
among followers of different religions
in Pakistan and other part of the world
and for setting a pood example as
religious leaders from different fanth
fraditions working

15, 2017 in Sarajevo-

and Geneva =aid award i=

together in

Executive Direcior of

addressing counter violent extremism
and enhancing inter-religious
dialogue

consiruciive and

cooperation tor the common good of

all based on the teaching of the Golden

Rule which says “Treat others the way
you wanl to be treated”,

After receiving the award Fr. James
Channan said “"On behalf of Maulana
Abdul Khabar Azad and myseli’ ] want
to thank UIRI-Africa and its leadership
for the award presented to us. 1 also
want 10 thank the imtatve of URI-
Africa for launching Afnica Interfaith
Harmony Award to enhance more the
importance of interfaith dialogue for
peacelul co-existence as it will present
a gpecial opporiunily 1o recognize the
existing interfaith  contmbutions  to
peace and to encourage others to join
in the great work of principled mult-
religious cooperation for the common
good ™,



