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® © URI Pakistan and Peace Center
.- ﬁ Lahore organized interfaith prayers
for the victims of Sri Lanka on 23"
. April, 2019 at Peace Center Lahore
with the collaboration of Faces
Pakistan, Kul Masalik Ulama Board
and URI Women Wing Pakistan.
. Interfaith leaders from Muslims and
Christians said that we condemn the
% terrorist attack in Sri Lanka's churches
" and hotels.
~ We are expressing solidarity and
. condolence through our interfaith

o '*.‘; prayers with Sri Lankan brother and
;_‘ - sislers.
- ~ Candle light prayer was attended by

4 _ representatives of different civil
society organizations, lawyers,
teachers, priest. nuns, political and
religious figures of Lahore. Many
religious leaders from Mushims and
Christians were present as Maulana
Muhammad Asim Makhdoom, Mufti
Ashiq Hussain, Pastor Majid Abel,
Pastor Amjad Nimat, Pir Akhtar
Rasool, Muhmmad Pervaiz Saqi,
Dr.Marcus Fida, Allama Ayub Khan,
Maulana Muhmmad Hussain, Sohail
Ahmad Raza, Syed Nubhar, S.A
Jaffary, Qari Asgar Hanif, Fr.Marcus
Damiel OP.

FrJames Channan OP shared his

URI Pakistan organized a panel
discussion on Earth Day, with the
theme of Environmental Pollution and
our Responsibility. On April 23%, 2019
URI Pakistan arranged this panel
discussion with the collaboration of
COPE Pakistan, Peace Center Lahore,
Faces Pakistan and Kul Maslik Ulma
Board at Peace Center. Guest of
honours were Bishop Irfan Jamil
Church of Pakistan, Muhammad
Rizwan, Fr.James Channan OP,
Maulana Muhammad Asim
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We as Ghrisﬁéns, Muslims, indus
We condemn the terrorist's attacks in Sri Lanka g

May the Risen Lord Jesus Christ console and wipe out your tears. Amen!
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and Sikhs fmrﬁ Pakistan share wjour grief and pain.
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views that Interfaith and Intra-faith
lcadership of Pakistan condemn the
act of brutality against humanity, the
horrifying incident that took place on
Easter Sunday in churches and hotels
of'Sri Lanka. The death toll rose to 361
killed. Many children died; including
those youth pictured above whom had
recently received their First
Communion. Tuesday, April 23 was
declared a national day of mourning.

The dead included 35 foreigners as
well, from Poland, Denmark, China,
Japan, Pakistan, the United States,
India, Morocco, UK and Bangladesh.
Al least four US citizens have been
killed. He said that we unite to build
cultures of peace and justice. We unite
to heal and protect the Earth. We unite
to build safe places for conflict
resolution, healing and reconciliation.

If you are not part of the solution then you are part of the pollution.

Environmental Pollution and our HBSpOHSibililv on Earth Dav, 2019
URI Pakistan arranged this panel discussion at Peace Center

Makhdoom, Mufti Ashiq Hussain,
Pastor Majd Abel, Pastor Amjad
Niamat, Pir Akhtar Rasool, Muhmmad
Pervaiz Sagi, Dr.Marcus Fida, Allama
Ayub Khan, Maulana Muhmmad

He said that God is creator of all
human being and this beautiful world. g
God loves to everyone and we are the
greal creation of God. He does not
want anyone to die because He loves j"_“
us. Today we are together asg il
Christians and Muslims and we#
strongly condemn the terrorist's g8
attacks in Sri Lanka

Sr. Sabina Rifat Coordinator Women §¥ : ..
Wing URI Pakistan shared her views O
in poetry that we should be honest and [
merciful to other. As well, it is clear &
that if we don't love our neighbor, then
we cannot say that we love God. Every . i
person is beautiful and wonderful
creation of God. We are thankful to
God for this beautiful blessing, If we
kill anybody then we work against
God and every religion 1s against that.

,'4-

Hussain, Sohail Ahmad Raza, Javed
William, Syed Nubhar, S.A Jaffary,
Qan1 Asgar Hamit, Fr.Marcus Daniel
OP and Mr, Asher Nazir.
All panelists agreed that together we
should work on plantation in Pakistan.
Mr.Javed William President Faces
Pakistan said, for our environment we
should take some practical steps and
plant trees in different places and
venues. Bishop Ifran Jamil said that
next tree we will plant at Cathedral
Church of Pakistan in Lahore.




-t
¢ 2:30 p.m. Mr. Ahmad Hussain was ready
o to receive them. We reached Mangla at
” | about 03:15 p.m. Mr. Saeed Siddiqui and
* s Hafiz Magsood escort us at the Azad
2% Jammu & Kashmir area. At Mirpur a
% lunch was arranged for Sr Sabina and
» other Christian guests .It was a great
wirness of interfaith harmony by Peace
o Group of Journalists at Mangla.
Sr Sabina and team visited the
' Computer Centre run by a local
University student of Mirpur. It was a
unique institute delivering Computer
trammg to the students of University,
l Colleges and Schools of Mirpur and
" Mangla Region with a nominal charges.
% They equally provide training to male
and female students.
" The delegation then was received with
Bouquet and flowers. The local
community leaders, and representatives
of Peace Group of Journalist,
Muzaffarabad, Mirpur Region and Mr.
Saeed-ur-Rehman Siddiqui, received the
chief guest with great spirit. a group of
Christians brothers and sisters  also
: ‘ . attended this program and participated in
Iftar Dinner with the Muslims. They
were very happy to see the Inter-faith
gathering for the first time,
This function was attended by
honourable great social workers,
eminent local scholars, head of
journalists, ladies, children and local
community lcaders including Mr. Sapid
Mechmood, Union of Journalist, Hahz
Magsood, Founding father of Kashmir

Union of Journalists, Engineer Syed
Ayaz Hussain Shah, Syed Zahid Hussain
Shah, President Khari Sharif Press Club,
Mirpur.

During the addressing as a Chief Guest,
Sister Sabina Rifat, expressed her joy
and happmness and congratulated the
organizers of this function. In this

function a good thing was that the Chief

Guest belonged to Christian Community
and she inaugurated this center as
Interfaith activist. She thanked Mr.
Saced-ur-Rehman Siddiqui, Chairman
Peace Group of Journalist, Kashmir. She
also appreciated the efforts of Mr
Ahmad Raza, Incharge Peace Group of
Journalists, Mirpur Region of Kashmir.
Being a women and dealing with the
affairs of URI Women Wing Pakistan,
she was very happy to see more than 80
per cent women were present along with
children in this function. 20 per cent
male were present there. Afier Tfiar

Dinner Sr Sabina along with other guests
visited the newly established Peace
Group of Women Development Centre, §#
Mangla. Number of women were present JRasSSES Sl
there to welcome her. They all are very s &
happy and waiting for her. She along SRS ; ';
with Mr. Saced Siddiqui and Mr. Ahmad v L
Hussain, distributed Eid Package to the .l"-""
deserving women of the arca. She Sk L
intended to later form a URI Cooperation S
Circle there of women. So overall, it was G .
a big achievement, as women they werc g
very happy about Sr Sabina's message i “
of freedom, dignity, equality, and being & o
strong. Both Christian and Muslim r -
women invited her again. vy .
Mr. Ahmed Hussain and Saddique UR s
Rchman are doing great work. - :"‘
For her, it went on a positive note, as a SRS
very strong message went to women Sy
there and she could convey the message v ‘, .
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of URI to them. She shared the URI
Preamble in her speech.
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To buila a,wave,of,peaceiand harmonyamongallpeoplesandifaithsion;planetEarth

Py Togather or (o Pe8ce &nd Hegpinsss of ety

Fr. James Channan OP Director Peace
Center Lahore, Regional Coordinator
URI Pakistan participated in the grand
celebration of Symphony of Peace
Prayers on May 19, 2019 at Fuji
Sanctuary Japan. Many people from
different faiths and religions around the
world come together to pray for peace,
across cultural and religious boundaries.
For the fifteenth consecutive year,
thousands of people filled the outdoor
prayer field at Fuji Sanctuary in
Shizukoa, Japan for the 2019 Symphony
of Peace Prayers, to build a wave of peace
and harmony among all peoples and
faiths on planet Earth. Each year since the
ceremony began in 2005, as many as
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Participants welcomed by
Mrs.Masami Saionji,
Globally acclaimed author,
spiritual leader, and chair
person of host organization
Byakko Shinko Kai. Then for
the first part of the program, a

group of prominent religious

1{]I 000 parumpants including
distinguished spiritual leaders and many
guest of honor, have gathered in Fuji
Sanctuary's outdoor Prayer field to pray

together for the peace and happiness of

humanity, to celebrate harmony among
religious and cultures, and to urge a
transformation in human consciousness.

and spiritual leaders from Japan and

abroad were introduced on stage to
address participants and lead them in a
prayer for peace. This is the philosophy
behind the annual Symphony of Peace

Prayers global event.



Sr Sabma Shared the wisdom and insights of Ms/Masami

"5 Symphony of Peace Prayers and Soul of WoIVIen

M -ﬁ URI Pakistan'Women Wing and WAKE CC organized celebration with different religious communities at peace center Lahore | yk
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% URI Pakistan Women Wing and WAKE

" cc organized SYMPHONY OF PEACE
PRAYERS and Soul of WoMen
celebration with different religious

? -“j communiti¢s and URI CCS on 217 MAY,

.
2019 at peace center Lahore. [t was done

with the collaboration of COPE Pakistan
CC, The Helping Hands Foundation CC,
Paras Welfare Foundation CC, and
* WAKE CC. 35 Muslims and Christian,
female, male, youth and children were
present there .They shared their views

‘ubuut tolerance, peace and interfaith

| harmony. Prayers for world peace were
. offered.

The Helping Hands Foundation cc

coordinator Pastor Waheed Mukhtar
* shared the message of Ms. Masami
Saioni.
Ceremony was slarted with prayers
according to Christian and Muslim
 beliefs. The guest of honor Sr Sabina
Praved for peace. She shared the
activities of women in different fields for
the women empowerment through URI
Women wing and Women Initiative. She
also shared the wisdom and insights of
Ms Masami through which women wing
Pakistan take inspirations for the uplift
of women. She also shared the video
clips of world peace prayers at Byyko
Shianko on Sopp. After watching that all
people present in the hall clapped a lot
and admired the services of Ms Masami
and her team,

&l

Sr Sabina said in her speech that men and
women have an equal status in the
society. If both men and women work
together only then our socicly can
progress. [t will also make peace i our
world. She told this is the vision of Ms
Masami _to creat an equal status for both
men and women. And for this we
cclebrate soul of WoMen.

Madam Sana Butt Assistant Director Jail
said" Islam has given a very high place to
women.

Madam Shamim said " Both boys and
girls should get education to make a just
socicty.

At 6; 57 pm the program was given a
break for breaking the Fast. The
ceremony was restarted.

Madam Shabnam WNagi an advocatce,
emphasized that we should make peace

and share happiness with each other, As

life is very short so, we should spread the ¥8

message of peace.

Asher Nazir Exccutive Sccrctary URT 388

PAKISTAN said though we have not

seen God yet a mother is another form of N
God. M Igbal Sam recited last verse of S

third "PARAH"thatWhen you get any
blessing celebrate it, "We have got Sr
Sabina to share the goodness around the
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globe with us . We come here and learn ¥
many things from her to establish a more |

beautiful world.

Mrs Maryam Waheed member URI
Women wing and WAKE CC said," I am
proud to say that Sr Sabina is pride forus,
women in Pakistan and many women
from undeveloped areas are learning
skills and confidence from her , An Ifiar
dinner was shared with all.

Peace Group of Journalists Mirpur'Region, AJ&K, arranged a unique function

Distribution of Eid Package to deserving poor women

Sister Sabina Rifat was Chief Guest for inauguration of Peace Women Development skill Centre Mangla

Peace Group of Journalists Muzaftarabad,
AJ&K, planned in collaboration with its
Mirpur Mangla Region branch, namely
Peace Group of Journalists Mirpur
Region, AJ&K, arranged some unigque
function 1.e. "nauguration of Peace
Women Development Centre Mangla,
Mirpur, inauguration of Computer Centre
at Mirpur, Annual Iftar Dinner and
distribution of Eid Package to deserving
poor women of the area" on 26™ May,
2019, Sister Sabina Rifat Coordinator
URI Women Wing Pakistan Lahore was
invited as Chief Guest for inauguration of
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Peace Women

Development skill

Centre Mangla,

Mirpur,

inauguration of

Computer Centre

at Mirpur.

It was a E’Er}-’ great

program, as the

participants were

80% women,

which was a

surprise in such a remote area. Mr Faran
Joseph youth leader of WAKE CC an and

Dr. Ereej Faran were with Sr. Sabina
from Lahore. They reached Dina at about
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F United Rehgmns Inmatwe am:l Peace Center Lahnre organized wﬂh Byakko Shinko Kai in Japan for:all humanity

YMPHONY OF PEACE PRAYERS

3 . Fr. Younas Shahzad Vice Provincial of Dominicans in Pakistan was the chief guest

-

"i* United Religions Initiative (URI) and Bl ity
* Peace Center Lahore  organized 15"
/ Symphony of Peace Prayers to celebrate
| the solederity and prayerfulness with
.‘.fx Byakko Shinko Kai in Japan for all
. humanity. Interfaith religious leaders were
: invited from different religions to offer
prayers for the world peace. Fr. Younas
Shahzad Vice Provincial of Dominicans in
Pakistan was the chief guest. A number of '
™ guests, women, men and children celebration of SOPP 2019 to the staff of James Channan, we own this award for all
. participated in the program. Peace Center and URI Pakistan for a well- who have contributed and supported Fr.
Ashir Nazir welcomed the guests. He managed program. James Channan OP for his journey towards |8
‘ said, Let's celebrate humanity and we will Asher Nazir executive secretary of URI  peace and interfaith harmony.
 feel the divine spark in today's program . Center said, when we pray for others' Asarepresentative of soul of WoMen from
S W Fr. Patrick OP and Igbal Sani offered progress, prosperity, happiness, peace and  Pakistan, 1 would like to share the divine X
' prayers according to Christian and Muslim  health ultimately God Almighty blesses us  spark especially with all women in our
:-__‘ faith. They prayed for the world peace. Br.  with all blessings. Ms. Erika Lynn circle attending SOPP's programs since we [ 88
. q‘ Nabeel OP shared the message of Masami  Partenheimer and Mr. Michael Shannon took iniiative in our country. I pay my good g8
Saionji, Chairperson of Byakko Shinko Crowe from United Siates congratulated regards to Masami Saionji and her entire £
Kai-lapan. The guests lit the Candle of Fr. James Channen OP for receiving team for the concerned follow up amd ’ _

-

L' Pcace to celebrate Symphony of Peace Exemplary Award from the government of communication.
‘ o Prayers. Candle of peace is the message Pakistan, Adv. Mrs. Shabnam Nagi said,] admait and “
from Pakistan that we would like to bring A Hindu leader Dr. Munawar Chand admire the very effective and theme S8

peace among the areas of warand conflict.  admired the struggle and devotion of Fr.  oriented programs of Peace Center and @ > m ﬁ*

A Peace Center and URI Pakistan's joint James Channan OP for building peace and  URI We should raise the voices along with
video was played with pictures, activities promoting interfaith harmony. PLace praycrs. ﬂ.
and initiatives for building peace and Sr. Sabina Rifat Women Coordinator URI  Rev. Dr. Margas Fida Chairman Star TV ~ .
promoting interfaith harmaony. Pakistan shared her poetry on peace congratulated Fr. James Channan OP for RS
Fr. Younas Shahzad congratulated for the On getting the Award she said to Dr Fr the great acknowledgment of his dedicated #
struggle towards peace building and .l"'
serving humanity with devotion.

Fr. Roccus Patras OP shared thatitis a
proud moment for us all that he has
awarded with this award.

Good arrangements of prayer and Iftar
were made for our Muslims guests as they
were fasting in Ramadan. They offered
their prayers and enjoyed the Iftar dinner.
The participants hold the flags of all
countries and sang a peace song.
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Mrs. Sosan James talked about the importance of peace building and interfaith harmony

WAKE CC and URI Women Wing celebrated the 18" Anniversary of UR

Students shared their experiences and views about interfaith programs of URI

WAKE CC and URT Women Wing celebrated the 18" Anniversary of URT on
26" June 2019 in Bilal Town Faisalabad. About 25 students, boys and girls
from high schools participated in this joyful event.

Miss Miral Johnson the young leader of WAKE CC organized this program.
Women from URI CC also attended the celebration. Sr. Sabina Rifat read out
the PPP of URI and explained it to the voung students. Mrs, Adlene Sypryvan
lead the prayers ceremony, while students shared their experiences and views §
about interfaith programs of URI and their impact on the people around. Mrs.
Ruby Johnson, Mrs. Bina Euggan, Mrs. Sosan James and others talked about
the importance of peace building and interfaith harmony. Anniversary cake
was cut by the students and all enjoyed the ceremony together.
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We are feellng pmud and whnle Chrlsilan cnmmunlty loves you a lot for yuur dedl{:aimn

5 Exemplary Award for Fr. James Channan OP

-3 Government of Pakistan has awarded' with an Exemplary Award fnr hIS peace andinterfaith harmony work. w~ .-1

‘* A great news to be shared with immense help them to nurture and strengthen peace w f

* joy that Fr. James Channan OP has been
honored by the Pakistan government for
his "exemplary services" to promote
interfaith harmony and peace in his own

' country and worldwide. It gave so much
energy to the participants by the
concerned acknowledgment of his
countless efforts.

following the spirituality of St. Dominic,

% has received an award at the Interfaith

Conference 2019 in Lahore on May 177
thdt was attended by more than 300 people
mcludlng URI Regional statf, Muslims,
* Christians, Hindus and Sikhs.
Noor-ul-Haq Qadri, Pakistan's federal
~ minister for religious affairs and interfaith
harmony, presented the award.

"Many people helped me to reach this
place. I praise God, the Church, my
community of lbn-e-Mariam WVice
Province of Pakistan, and all my friends,"

said Father Channan.
"l especially thank my Muslim friends
who always supported me and my work
and keep on appreciating me to continue
my mission to promote peace and
harmony among the people of Pakistan.
"I am actively serving in this mission to
build bridges between Christians and the
people of other religions, especially with
our Muslim brethren, but still I see there is
an urgent need for

interfaith
dialogue."

Father Channan
said his work to
promote peace and
interfaith harmony
brings him peace
and mental
satisfaction,

"T keep on
thinking about
ways to bring
people of various
faiths together, to

8" International Holy Books and World
Literature Conference in Malaysia
Ahmad Hussain CC coordinator from Islamabad
participated to promote the agenda of the conference
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Dr

Professor
Abraham Kankam,
Secretary General
URI Asia Region,
URI Office
Karickam P.O.
Kottarakara, Kerala,
India, organized a
Conterence on URI
Cosmic Community

among them," he said.
"Everybody 15 my neighbor, and being a
follower of Jesus Christ I have to love

everybody. It keeps me motivated and 5%

zealous. We always have to share this
message that we are one human Family,
following different religions and faiths
but living our faiths we have to promote
love, unity and peace.”

Father Channan is tha director of Lahore's
Peace Center which was inaugurated by
the late Cardinal Jean-Lowis Tauran, then
president of the Pontifical Council for
Interrehgious Dhalogue.,

"I work to provide facility to the people of

various professions and age groups to

come together for dialogue, which helps g

to remove discrimination,
fundamentalism and extremism from our
society,” he said.

Father Channan also serves as a regional £
coordinator of United Reli gmns Initiative
(URI) in Asia. URI is serving in 109
countries including Pakistan.

"We have 63 active groups of religious
leaders, lawyers, journalists, youth,

women and children.”
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Fr. Younas Shahzad Vice Provincial of 8

Dominicans in Pakistan congratulated
whole Dominican community on
receiving the Exemplary Award from the
Government of Pakistan, He said: we are
feeling proud and whole Christian
community loves you a lot for your
dedication. Thank you very much for
guiding us and becoming a good example
for upcoming generations.

Centre & Dr. Alexander Mar Thoma
Centre For Dialogue from 5-8th April,
2019 on the topic “Holly Books And
World Literature™ at Ancase Hotel &
Spa, Jalan Tun Tan Cheng Lock 50786,
Kualalumpur, Malaysia. Mr. Ahmad
Hussain CC coordinator Chairman
Intercultural Youth Council Secretary
URI Advisory Council from
Islamabad - Pakistan, participated to
promote the agenda of the conference.
In the conference, there were many
books were presented to promote the
peace 1deology. The Holy Quran 1s the
greatest source of peace and defenders
of human rights.
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The Rev. Victor H.Kazanjian, Jr and H.E. Adama Dieng,
Under-Secretary General of United Nations

Fr Dr James Channan with
the Rt th. William E. Swing

Mrs. Elana Rozenman and Ms. Marianne Horling from Germany.  Bishop William E. Swing reading
Dr. Mussie Hailu URI Umang magazine from Pakistan |

Waorking group at URI Head Office Small group meeting in progress
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