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To be interdependent people of all beliefs who unite for:the benefit of our;Earth Community

Uniting in a Time of Social Distancing
Message from The Rev. Victor;H. Kazanjian, Jr., URI Executive Director

23 MARCH 2020, 3:07 PM

At a time when the human community is being challenged to find
unity, as extremists fan the flames of division, and when humanity asa
whole has become dangerously alienated from the Earth that
sustains us, the COVID19 pandemic and the "social distancing"
required has further challenged our sense of unity.

At URI, our Charter calls us to be interdependent people of all beliefs
who unite for the benefit of our Earth Community. The Charter
reads...

We unite to build cultures of peace and justice...

We unite to celebrate the joy of blessings and the hght of w1sdom in
both movementand stillness... 5

There is nothing in the Charter that mdlcates that this uniting
requires physical interaction. While the power of being in each
other's physical presence is an extraordinary way of being present
with one another, itisjustone way.

When I was a child, | was amazed by my uncle Bob. Bob was deaf since
birth. Like so many whose physical abilities are "impaired," his other senses became more
developed. In his case, particularly his sight. Bob became a brilliant photographer, seeing the
dance oflight and shadow in ways mostly unavailable to the "ordinary" eye.

And so as our ability to be physically present with one another outside of our places of shelter is
impaired for a while, may we allow our other methods of connecting to grow. And in particular,
may we find ways to unite with one another, to come together for common purpose, using the
vastarray of means of compassion and creativity available to us beyond physical togetherness.
am not just talking about social media (as wonderful as that is in this time of physical
distancing). May we use all powers of connecting soul-to-soul and person-to-planet available to
us. For some this may be prayer, meditation or reflection. For others it may be connecting by
voice or video to those known to us, or by sending a song or picture into the virtual space in
hopes thatit may touch another perhaps never to be known. And we may discover power of soul
connecting unknown before this very moment.

In the words of our beloved sister Sally Mahé, "As the world map shows an increase of the virus
day-to-day, may the URI's map show an increase of cooperation, compassion and creativity day-
to-day." In our physical distancing, may we practice soul connecting and in the words of our
Charter, "Letus unite to use our combined resources only for nonviolent, compassionate action,
to awaken to our deepest truths, and to manifest love and justice among all life in our Earth
community."

May peace be with you...
Victor

The Rev. Victor H. Kazanjian, Jr.
URI Executive Director

_January to May 2020
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UN Secretary Genera | Antonio GuterTes Visited Lanore

He,visited.the BadshahiMosque,and participated.in,an,interfaith. dialogue,with,religious,scholars,and.leaders,

n 18th February, 2020 United

Nations’ Secretary General,
Honorable Antonio Guterres visited
Badshahi Mosque Lahore, Pakistan. He
met government officials, religious
leaders from different faiths, promoters
of interfaith dialogue and media
personnel and after visited the mosque a
grand reception was given in his honor
at Hazoori Bagh, Lahore. His
Excellency Chief Minister Punjab,
Sardar Usman Buzdar, His Excellency
Governor Punjab, Chaudhry
Muhammad Sarwar and Grand Imam of
Badshahi Mosque, Lahore Maulana
Abdual Khabir Azad warmly welcomed
the Chief Guest in the mosque and later
onin the Hazoori Bagh.
He was guided by Maulana Abdul
Khabir Azad, Grand Imam to visit and
explore the great historical Badshahi
mosque built by Mughal Emperor
‘Aurangzeb Alamgir, builtin 1673.
He had a wonderful dinner with

government officials, religious scholars
& representatives, and promoters of
interfaith dialogue and peace;
representing Muslim, Christian, Hindu
and Sikh religions. His Grace
Archbishop of Lahore Sebastian Shaw
and Fr. Dr. James Channan OP, Regional
Coordinator URI Pakistan & Director
Peace Center, represented Christians,
whereas, Chairman Krishna Temple Dr.
Munawar Chand, represented Hindu

URI Family isiservingithe deserving people spiritually
psychological and by distributing food Items

Poor People Need More Help

URI Women Wingdistributed Ratlon-to-50-deserv1ng-‘fam111es

In this time of dire need due to

COVID-19 pandemic, URI Women
Wing and members of WAKE CC in
guidance of Sr Sabina Rifat distributed
Ration to 50 deserving families in
Lahore Faisalabad and Hasilpur
Cholistan. Due to lock down poor and
daily wagers are in a great risk. They
are looking for help and in this difficult
times URI Family all over the world is
serving the deserving people
spiritually, psychological and by
distributing food Items. It has been

sanuanyioliiay2020

long time in quarantine and the poor
people are in great trouble. They need
more help and looking at the rich and

faith and Sardar Bishan
represented Sikhs.

Archbishop Sebastian Shaw said;
Pakistan is a country of believers of
different faiths; such interfaith
encounters offer opportunities to build
bridges of respect, tolerance,
compassion and acceptance among
religions. Together we can break the
walls of hatred, violence and

Singh

discrimination and build bridges of trust,
tolerance and respect. It was also share
that all minorities are fully protected
through legal and constitutional rights in
Pakistan. The role of religious leaders is
very important for the promotion of
peace, harmony and brotherhood.

Fr. James Channan OP thanked the
Government of Pakistan and especially
Grand Imam of Badshahi Mosque
Maulana Abdual Khabir Azad for
inviting him to share interfaith dinner
with national and international leaders at
Hazoori Bagh, Lahore. It was a fabulous
gesture to include interfaith leaders from
Muslim, Christian, Hindu and Sikh’s
communities at the visit of Honorable
UN Secretary General to the Badshahi
Mosque followed by wonderful and
delicious dinner at Hazoori Bagh. There
were artists; singers, dancers and
musicians, who performed cultural
performances to give a quality
amusement for the guests.

generous people. URI Women Wing
and Members of WAKE CC helped out
these deserving families by praying
with them and giving out food packets
to 50 Christian, Muslims and Balmeek
families living in Cholistan to create
unity and interfaith harmony while
helping the poor.




World Clergy Leadership §
Conference in New York

Thousands of

religious and
civic leaders
participated

Fr James Channan OP

represented Pakistan

An international conference was

organized in New York, USA on
27-28, December, 2019 at Hotel New
Yorker and Manhattan Center in New
York City. It was followed by Rally
for Peace at Prudential Center in New
Jersey, NJ.. The international
conference brought together over
1,000, Christian Bishops, priests,
pastors, ministers, evangelists,
Muslim Imams, Jewish Rabbis,
Hindu pandats,/priests, Buddhists
monks and many other religious and
civic leaders under one roof from 70
countries to share their experiences
of interfaith dialogue and peace
building. There was also Peace Rally
which took place at world famous
Prudential Center in which over
20,000, men, women, youth and
children participated and pledged to
dedicate their lives to promote peace
in their families and their workplaces,
cites and countries. This mega
international event was organized by
the Family Federation for World
Peace and Unification.
FrJames Channan OP, Director Peace
Center and URI Regional
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Coordinator, Asia- Pakistan was very
especially invited to represent
Pakistan in this global event. He was
the only representative from Pakistan.
It was a great initiative to bring sucha
large number of Christian clergy and
other religious leaders from all over
the world to discuss, share and plan
together on the importance of peace

e e AT YOS

INAUGURAL CONVOCATION of the _ | ‘
WORLD CLERGY |
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

DECEMBER z*z.ri-'
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unity and love. As Christians how one
is inspired to get this message of Jesus
Christ - the Prince of Peace get deeply
rooted in our hearts, lives and families

y and how to implement this peace,

love, forgiveness and acceptance of
all in our lives, homes and society.
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The experience of Prudential Center
in which over 20,000 people
participated from all over America
and the world was really marvelous. It
was great to see that how people of all
colors, races, religions, ethnicity,
languages and cultures are longing
for peace and have devoted

themselves for this noble cause.

o
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:%-:NEW YORK, USA

While speaking about this World
Clergy Leadership Conference, Fr
James Channan said; It was
marvelous and mesmerizing
experience for me to participate in the
World Clergy Leadership Conference
in New York and Rally for Peace.



I found these events extremely
successful and I felt spiritual uplifted
to participate and hear the speeches of
so many (charismatic) pastors,
bishops, priests and lay persons from
around the globe. All of them spoke
on the theme of peace, love, respect
and unity among us all based on the
revealed Word of God in the Holy
Bible. I was deeply impressed by the
quality of speakers, their thrilling
speeches, ideas and references from
the Holy Bible.

It was a great experience to see that all
are committed to peace and harmony
in the world, following the example
par excellence of our Lord Jesus
Christ - who is the PRINCE OF
PEACE! I will always treasure this
great experience and share this
experience with my community of
priests, religious students, and
thousands of religious leaders, human

An Interfaith Youth Group was
facilitated by Fr. James Channan OP

Guided Tour of

Badshanhi
Mosque, Lahore

Ms Kiran Peter was
assigned to lead the group

n Interfaith Youth Group was

facilitated by Fr. James Channan OP
Director Peace Center, Mr. Aurgangzeb
Zaman Assistant Protocol officer of
Badshahi Mosque and Mr. Faisal Ilyas
Executive Secretary Peace Center for a
guided tour of Badshahi Mosque, Lahore
on 12th March, 2020. There were around
30 Christian and Muslim, male, female
and transgender members gathered by Pak
Mission Society, an organization based in
Islamabad. Ms Asiya Nasir Former MNA,
is the founder of the organization and Ms
Kiran Peter was assigned to lead the group.
the group was received at the main door of
the Badshahi Mosque by Fr. James
Channan, The management welcomed the
group and Fr. James Channan OP formally
welcomed all the members at the
Historical Badshahi Mosque build by
Mughal Emperor ‘Aurangzeb Alamgir, a

Januar! to.May 2020,
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rights activists, promoters
of peace and interfaith
harmony, men, women,
youth and children with
whom [ encounter daily and
as I have devoted my life for
peace and I am working to
bring peace, love,
acceptance and tolerance in
the world. May Peace
Prevail On Earth!

beautiful Mosque with its historic
importance, was built in 1673, It is one of
the city's best known landmarks, and a
major tourist attraction and grandeur of the
Mughals regime.

Later Mr. Aurangzeb Zaman guided and
explained the following areas of the
mosque with great ease and efficiency;
*The Badshahi Mosque construction was
made in 1673 with two colored stones i.e.
Red and White.

*Voice spread over techniques, into the
hollow wall of the mosque.

*4 Minarets 5 degrees outside slants to
save the inner side of the construction.
«Sitting capacity of the mosque is around
100,000 people ata time to offer prayer.
*Holy Quran written with Gold silver
wires.

Fr. James Channan OP, also shared a

wonderful experience that he gave a
speech in this mosque during the Friday
prayer (Khutba as Jumma Mubarak). It is
my privliged to speak with hundreds and
thousands of people in this mosque. He
also shared his joint work of interfaith
harmony throughout the world along with
Maulana Abdual Khabir Azad, Grand
Imam of Badshahi Mosque appointed by
the Government of Pakistan. We also
thank him for his kind support and good
gesture to welcome us all at this beautiful
place.

All young interfaith group members
enjoved a lot and learned to remember the
historic importance of the Mosque. Ms
Kiran Peter thanked and wished to visit
with anew group in future.




Mr. Jabran Masih, Mr. Ahmed Hussain, Mrs. Khursheed Malik and Dr. Osman came for the meeting

CCs are working very well

Fr James Channan OP visited a couple of CCs in Islamabad

r James Channan OP, URI

Regional Coordinator Asia-
Pakistan, visited a couple of CCs in
Islamabad / Rawalpindi on 9th of
March, 2020 at a local hotel. CC
Coordinators were: Mr. Jabran Masih,
Mr. Ahmed Hussain, Mrs. Khursheed
Malik and Dr. Osman came for the
meeting. During the meeting the
activities of the CCs, their success
stories, challenges and future plans
were shared. It was good to observe
that all of these CCs are working very
well especially through planting trees
in different places,have interfaith
programs and meetings to promote
peace and harmony and by planting
water pumps in several remote villages
ininterior Sindh Province.

Fr James Channan welcomed and
thanked them for the wonderful
interfaith work they are doing and

ggested them to keep more contact
with each other and collaborate in the
common projects which they have.

Funeral was lead by Archbishop, several priests, pastors and a large number of relatives, friends and well wishers.

Mr. Pervaiz Channan died of sudden heart attack

Fr James Channan expressed his heartfelt thanks to all those who participated in funeral Mass and Memorial Service

r. Pervaiz Channan the younger

brother of Fr James Channan OP,
died and thus born in heaven of sudden
heart attack on 18th of January, 2020 in
a local hospital in Lahore. He was 56
years old and left behind one son, Aman
Pervaiz and two daughters; Ms. Zoya
Pervaiz and Ms. Zara Pervaiz and his
wife Elizabeth. The funeral rites were
performed at St Francis Church, Bahar
Colony, Lahore and the Holy Mass for
his funeral was lead by His Grace,
Sebastian Shaw, Archbishop of Lahore,
His Excellency, Indrias Rahmat, Bishop
of Faisalabad, Fr Younas Shahzad OP,
Prior Vice-Provincial, Ibn-e-Mariam,
Vice Province Pakistan, Fr James
Channan along with several priests,
pastors and a large number of relatives,
friends and well wishers.
The Right Rev. Bishop William E.
Swing, Founder and President of URI,
along with many URI Coordinators,
members, bishops, priests, pastors,
Muslim, Hindu and Sikh leaders along
with parliamentarians, politicians,
human right activists, promoters of
interfaith dialogue sent messages of

condolences and prayers from USA,
Canada, United Kingdom, Italy, France,
Belgium, Germany, Argentina,
Ethiopia, South Africa, India, Australia,
Philippines, Japan, Brazil, UAE, Saudi
Arabia, Kenya, Turkey, Spain, Nepal
and Pakistan etc.

Fr James Channan, on behalf of his
grieving family, expressed his heartfelt
thanks to all priests who have celebrated
Holy Masses for the eternal rest of his

brother Pervaiz Channan and all those
who have visited the family personally,
those who participated in his funeral
Mass and Memorial Service and sent
messages of sympathies, condolences
and prayers for him and all the family
members! May the Almighty God bless
all for sharing the grief of Channan
family. May the soul of Pervaiz
Channan rest in peace!




In Abundant Life Church ( Nai Bhani Sharqpur Shrif, Dist Sheikhupura)
Distributed Ration among 40 Muslim and Christian Families
Women Wing U.R.I Pakistan and Helping Hands Foundatlon CC distribute" Ration "

n Saturday 9th May Women

Wing U.R.I Pakistan and
Helping Hands Foundation CC
arranged to distribute” Ration *’
among 40 deserving Muslim and
Christian families in Abundant Life
Church ( Nai Bhani Shargpur Shrif,
Dist Sheikhupura). Pastor Waheed
Mukhtar CC Coordinator Helping
Hands Foundation, Dr. Allama Badar
Munir Mujadadi Saifi ( President
Ulma Mushaikh Council Pakistan)
Dr Munawar Chand (Chairman
Pakistan Hindu Welfare Council )
Mrs. Sunita Munawar. Mrs. Mariam

Waheed and Sahlbzada hmad : distributed Ration among 40

Badar participated graciously and

Muslim and Christian Families.

“True charity requires courage; Let.us overcome the fear of getting our
hands dirty so as tohelp those in'need”. (Pope Francis)

Charity Distribution During COVID-19 Epidamic

Very Rev. Fr. Younas'Shahzad OP and Rev. Fr. Patrick Peter OP arrangedrcharlty

“T rue charity requires courage;
Let us overcome the fear of
getting our hands dirty so as to help
those inneed”. (Pope Francis)

The whole world is suffering from
COVID-19 or epidemic Corona Virus.
In this situation poor and needy are
neglected due to lock down. They have
no work and no way to earn money.
While following the tradition of the
Dominican Order very Rev. Fr. Younas
Shahzad OP (Prior Vice Provincial)
and Rev. Fr. Patrick Peter OP arranged
charity for more than fifty families
who are really in need of food. Rev. Fr.
Patrick Peter OP bought all the
Grocery and Students brothers
prepared food bags for fifty families.
Sr. Shaneela Rafique OP (Principle of
St. Dominic School Asif Town,
Lahore) requested very Rev. Fr.
Younas Shahzad OP to distribute
charity among the poor and needy
families of Asif Town, Lahore. The
charity distribution was started with
prayer and Rev. Fr. Younas Shahzad
OP pray for the suffering world and all
those who died due to COVID-19. On
April 06, 2020 very Rev. Fr. Younas
Shahzad OP, Rev. Fr. Patrick Peter OP,

Rev. Fr. Nasir Emmanuel OP, Bro.
Perkash Dominic OP and Sr. Shaneela
with her community members
distributed charity among the poor
and needy families.

The people were over whelmed and

excited after receiving this small
token of love. At the end, very Rev. Fr.
Younas Shahzad OP thanked and
appreciated Rev. Fr. Patrick Peter OP,
Sr. Shaneela OP and Student Brothers
for their collaboration and support.




The role of women/as/leaders and a'role model of creating gender equality

Beautiful event for Peace building

URI'Women Wing/Pakistan and Bright'Future CC arranged agrand Program

8th march 2020 was a great day for
women in FGA Church Bakar Mandi
Lahore Pakistan. URI Women Wing
Pakistan and Bright Future CC
arranged a grand Program for 300
women from different walks and
religions. Bright Future CC is the Youth
group who arranged this beautiful
event for peace building. Christian and
Muslim women Participated . Sister
Sabina Rifat was invited as the chief
guest and Maira Khalid a Muslim
young leader was invited in as a special
guest. Mrs Razia Kundan the In Charge
of FGA Church Women's Ministry in
Bakar Mandi Church was the manager
and host of entire program. Young girls
performed on peace songs,The ladies
gave speeches on the role of women as

leaders and a role model of creatmg
gender equality. Sr Sabina in her
speech encouraged women to play
their role bravely and responsibaly to
be the generation equality and to
promote the awareness of women
rights,

Together the women cut the cake of
Women's Day. Bright Future CC
arranged adelicious meal forall.

[naugurating a food distribution field
We break the barriers of discrimination and move forward together to serve humanity

Material aid and comfort, without distinguishing people
Catholic Cardinal Joseph Couts

atholic Cardinal Joseph Couts

Archbishop of the Karachi said:
"We must work in unity to overcome the
challenges that people face in this
global pandemic of Covid-19, reach and
serve those in need, without making any
difference neither of religions nor of
ethnicity or social status ". This declares
the Cardinal by inaugurating a food
distribution field in collaboration and
partnership with the NGO" Jafaria
Disaster Management Cell ", a welfare
organization operating in Karachi.
Social initiatives of this kind are
multiplying in Pakistan, while the lock-
down imposed by the government is
having an impact especially on the
poorest families and all those who are
employed in the "informal" economy or
have "day jobs".
Cardinal Couts also said: "We break the
barriers of discrimination and move
forward together to serve humanity.
This Covid-19 pandemic is not only a
matter for poor and needy people, but is
also influencing professional life,
people's affairs, the economy, spiritual

life throughout society and around the
world. The Cardinal reports: "Our
priests and numerous lay people in
various parishes are supporting
families in distress, bringing material
aid and comfort, without
distinguishing people based on creed,
caste, ethnicity, culture".

Syed Zafar Abbas Jafri, secretary
general of the JDC (Jafaria Disaster
Cell Management) Foundation said: "I
am grateful to Cardinal Joseph Couts
for the support offered: in this way we
can reach more people. We have
provided food parcels to over 4,000
Christian families in the city of Karachi
and we are bringing more.

Pervaiz Gill,
representative of the
Archdiocese of
Karachi in the
assistance camp set up
_in the complex of St.
Patrick's Cathedral in
Karachi says: "People
are coming to get food

parcels from all over the city of Karachi
and, on the instructions of Cardinal
Couts. The food distribution camp
located in St. Patrick's Cathedral serves
200 families daily. One hundred food
packages are supplied by the Catholic
Archdiocese of Karachi and one
hundred by the JDC Foundation".




The first anniversary of world famous document
"Human fraternity for peace and life in the world”
Declaration of Pope Francis and Ahmed Al-Tayyab celebrated'in Pakistan

he first anniversary of world

famous document "Human
fraternity for peace and life in the
world" signed by Pope Francis and
Ahmad Al -Tayyab, Grand Imam of Al-
Ahzar, Cairo, was celebrated in Lahore
on 4th of February,2020. The event was
organized by the National Commission
for Interreligious Dialogue and
Ecumenism of the Catholic Bishops'
Conference of Pakistan The conference

was organized in the Governor's House
in Lahore and attended, among other

Christian leaders, by Archbishop

Sebastian Francis Shaw, President of

the Commission, and Archbishop
Christophe Zakhia El-Kassis,
Apostolic Nuncio to Pakistan,
Chaudhry Mohammad Sarwar,
Governor of the Punjab Province,
Muhammad Abdul Khabir Azad,
Grand Imam of the great Badshahi
Mosque, Lahore, Fr. James Channan
OP Director Peace Center Lahore &
Regional Coordinator URI Pakistan,
Mr. Faisal Ilyas Executive Secretary
Peace Center Lahore, Mr. Samuel
Payara, Pastor Shahid Miraj senior
pastor and Dean of the Protestant
Cathedral of the
Christ, Church of Pakistan and by
several other prominent Muslim
leaders.

The purpose of the event was to renew
the common commitment for dialogue
and fraternity in Pakistan and express
gratitude and  solidarity with Pope
Francis and Ahmad Al-Tayyab for their
efforts in promoting reconciliation, the
culture of dialogue, peace, freedom and

January to 2y 2020

justice,

Resurrection of

justice in the world.

Archbishop Shaw said that "accepting
and welcoming one another is essential
for living together in peace and
harmony", welcoming the fact that
"many people of different religions"
were brought together "to

commemorate the first anniversary of
that historic document". The Apostolic
Nuncio Zakhia El-Kassis reaffirmed
Pope Francis' vision for peace,
harmony and coexistence in the world,
recalling that "it is necessary to
promote the culture of
dialogue as a path for mutual
respect, acceptance, harmony,
freedom and
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equality".
The commitment of t“
Christians and Muslims in e
Pakistan for dialogue and
coexistence, with a view to the
common good of the country,
was appreciated by Chaudhry
Mohammad Sarwar,
Governor of the Punjab province, who
said: "We are all called to give our
contribution to making Pakistan a
better country”. Peace, he recalled,
"cannot be promoted in a society
without justice", promising that "the

government will do its best to promote
religious harmony".

Muhammad Abdul Khabir Azad and
the other Muslim leaders also
expressed their favorable view
regarding the Abu Dhabi document,
confirming their commitment to
"mutual respect, dialogue, human
rights and justice, based on mercy, in
order to build a prosperous and
peaceful society in Pakistan".

Fr. James Channan OP said, "I
congratulate to the organizers
especially His Excellency Archbishop
Sebastian Shaw and Fr. Nadeem
Francis OFM for organizing and
inviting us to celebrate the st
Anniversary of the historical document
signed by Pope Francis and Ahmad Al -
Tayyab, Grand Imam of Al-Ahzar, on
February 4, 2019. I also pay my
gratitude to the Governor Punjab,
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Chaudhry Mohammad Sarwar for his
open heart welcoming on minority
issues in Pakistan. [ wish this document
reach to every home and everybody
will become the support of interfaith
harmony and co-existence in Pakistan
and all around the globe."
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People from the poor backgrounds are in great trouble

We wish better and good days back again soon
Fr James Channan OP distributed Ration to 100 deserving families

n the time of need due to COVID-19
pandemic, Lahore URI CC in the
guidance of Fr James Channan OP
distributed Ration to 100 deserving
families. Due to lock down poor and

daily wagers are in a great risk. They
are looking for help and in this difficult
time URI Family is serving all around
the globe. It has been one and half
months passed in quarantine and people

from the poor backgrounds are in great
trouble. They need more help and
looking at the Government of Pakistan.
We wish better and good days back
again soon. Amen! God bless you all!

Due to lock down and Corona Virus pandemic, situation becomes worst
Government did not deliver in some areas due to political differences
Mr. Faisal Ilyas distributed grocery packs and face masks to the deserving families

Mr. Faisal Ilyas Peace Hope
Pakistan URI CC Coordinator,
along with his team members
distributed Grocery packs and face
masks to the deserving families living
and hardly surviving in the
marginalized areas of Lahore. They do
not have much food to feed their 8 to 10
members of one family. Due to lock
down and Corona Virus, situation
becomes worst. Food and health
disaster are badly threatening the poor
people across Pakistan. We also demand
from the Government of Pakistan to
deal the crises fairly without
discrimination on the basis of cast,
creed, color and faith. It is being heard
that Government did not deliver in some
areas due to political differences, which
is shameful.

We are hoping to help more needy

people. We are trying to reach out more
deserving families especially widows,
daily wagers, factory workers and
unemployed people. This is the time to
help the poor people during COVID-19
pandemic, and become their hope,

“Together we can fight and win”. 1
would like to say thank you very much
for the kind concerns and support for
our well wishers to join hands. God
bless you all.

Ms. Alyssa Chassman founder of UNITE 2030 from New York, USA initiated the campaign
Virtual Peace Building Dialogues Conference

Mr. Faisal Ilyas Executive Secretary Peace Center'and URI CC Coordinator participated

Mr‘. Faisal Ilyas Executive
Secretary Peace Center and

URI CC Coordinator participated in
the virtual Peace Building
Dialogues Conference on 27"
March, 2020. In this youth
conference, Young Change Makers
from around the globe participated.
There were around 67 participants
from different countries. Ms. Alyssa
Chassman founder of UNITE 2030
from New York, USA initiated the
campaign. There were breakout
sessions and experience sharing

opportunities, in this time of
COVID-19 pandemic. He also
shared the current situation of

Corona breakout in Pakistan and
the strategy to tackle the situation.
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In response to the appeal of His Holiness Pope Francis

Interfaith Day of Prayer and Fasting

Organized at Sacred Heart Cathedral, Peace Center, Minhaj University,
URI Pakistan and Peace and Harmony Network Pakistan

n response to the appeal of His
Holiness, Pope Francis, calling
believers of  religions to unite

spiritually on 14h of May for a day of
fasting for the end of

prayer and
COVID-19, several programs were
organized in Lahore, Pakistan. One
interfaith faith prayers and fasting
program, was organized at Sacred
Heart Cathedral, Lahore, two other
interfaith programs were also

organized with the collaboration of

Peace Center, Minhaj University,
URI Pakistan and Peace and
Harmony Network Pakistan.

The Catholic Bishops®™ National
Commission for Inter-religious
Dialogues and Ecumenism (NCIDE)
organized interfaith prayers at
Sacred Heart Cathedral, Lahore.
Archbishop of Lahore His Grace,
Sebastian Shaw presided the
collective prayer program. Fr.
Francis Nadeem OFM Cap
Executive Secretary NCIDE, was the
organizer and host of the program.
Fr. James Channan OP, Director
Peace Center and Regional
Coordinator URI Pakistan, Allama
Mufti Ashiq Hussain, Principal,
Madrassa Bait-ul-Quran, Sardar
Bishan Sing from Nankana Sahib, Fr.
Qaisar Feroze OFM Cap, Maulana
Sahibzada Asim Makhdoom,
Chairman Board of Ullema
Mushaikh, and Qar1 Khalid Magbool
at Punjab Assembly participated in
this interreligious prayers.

Fr. Francis Nadeem OFM Cap
formally welcomed all the religious
leaders and scholars for joining the
call of prayer and fasting worldwide.
His Grace Archbishop Sebastian
Francis Shaw said; “I pay tribute for
this call mitiated by His Holiness
Pope Francis to pray, fast and do the
charitable work on this day ‘May 14,
2020°, may our Lord answer our
prayers for mercy. We see Pope

Francis praying alone in the Vatican
for healing of the world from the
Coronavirus. We should join his
spirituality, prayers, fasting and
concern for the entire humanity.

Fr. James Channan OP said, l am very
grateful to His Holiness Pope
Francis for inviting the whole world
to pray, fast and perform the
charitable works at this very difficult
times so that Covid-19 may end.
Prayer and fasting is a very powerful
way of pleasing God for our needs
and especially when we are in deep
crises suchas COVID-19.

Maulana Mufti Ashiq Hussain said,
“I appreciate and welcome the global
appeal of Pope Francis to pray & fast
together. I must say, he showed a
great gesture to be the Pope for whole
humanity in the world as he invited
all from various faiths and religions.
at large. We pray to Almighty Allah
for mercy and heal the world from
COVID-19.” Amen!

Maulana Asim Mukhdoom shared.
“Prophet Younis went to preach the

God’s message and the people of the
city prayed, fasted and repented
before God. They were saved, it’s
time for us to unite in prayers and
fasting as Pope Francis called
believers of all religions, We are very
thankful to Pope Francis for this call .
Maulana Abdul Khabir Azad, Grand
Imam of the Badshahi Mosque
Lahore, oftfered prayer for the Covid-
19 free world. He highly appreciated
and thanks the call of prayer and
fasting by His Holiness Pope Francis.
He said we raise our hearts and minds
before God in prayer.

Mr. Sohail Ahmed (Muslim), Fr
James Channan OP (Christian),
Sarwa Bhoma Krishan Lal (Hindu)
and Sardar Ranjeet Singh (Sikh) also
had virtual interfaith prayers

Allama Zubair Ahmed Farooq and
Rev. Dr. Majid Able joined and
offered prayers for the end of
COVID-19 and expressed sincere
gratitude to His Holiness for
announcing this Day of prayer and
fasting.




